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young people. 
any Sunday-school room. 
PRICE of each play is given. 








THANKSGIVING 


No. 1E. A Letter From Home. 
S. Tibbals. 
















By Seymour 

A Thanksgiving playlet for 4 
boys. Easy interior setting. Ordinary cos- 
tumes. A pleasing number for your 
Thanksgiving program, dealing with a 
son’s forgetfulness of the old folks at 
home. Time, about 30 min. 25¢. 

No. 2E. A Harvest Pageant. By Mary Wick- 
liffe. A very attractive short number for 
a Fall program or for Thanksgiving. 20 
or more children can be used. All of the 
common fruits and grains are represented 
and the lines are clever. Plays about 20 
minutes. 25¢e. 

No. 3E. Tommy’s Thanksgiving Party. By 
Willis N. Bugbee. A splendid Thanksgiv- 
ing play in two acts for the intermediate 
grades. Tommy, having been disappoint- 
ed in his own Thanksgiving plans, issues 

| a proclamation, inviting all other chil- 
| dren, who, for any reason, cannot enjoy 
Thanksgiving in their own homes to visit 
him on this festive day. Time, about 20 
| min. 6 boys, 4 girls. 25e. 
| No. 4E. Thanksgiving Through the Ages. 
A short patriotic pageant in 5 scenes, de- 
| picting the causes for Thanksgiving after 
great American crises. Scenes laid in 
1620, 1781, 1861, 1918, present time. A 
good number for schools or churches 
wishing to use a large cast with but few 
speaking parts. Plays about 15 min. 25e. 

No. 5E. Keeping Thanksgiving. By Harriette 
Wilbur. A series of Tableaux requiring 
one child representing Autumn and sever- 
al sets of children to give the scenes. A 
pleasing number. Time, about 30 min. 25e. 

No. 4PP. Thanksgiving. A dramatic serv- 
ice. This very beautiful and uplifting 
service portrays the truth, usually over- 
looked, that praise and thanksgiving 
strengthen faith. It is complete in itself 
without a sermon, yet has a place for 
one. The choir and congregation assist 
in the hymns, prayers, and responses, and 
a number of children also participate. 
Unique and inspiring. 35c. 


CHRISTMAS 


No. 6E. The Spirit of Christmas. By Allene 
Tupper Wilson. This little entertainment 
appeared in “Today’s” magazine and is a 
charming exposition of the true Christ- 
mas. For day or Sunday-school. 7 prin- 
cipal characters. minstrels, ete. Plays 
about 20 min. 265e, 

No. 10E. The Quest of Christmas. By Julia 
M. Martin. The story of father, who be- 
cause of financial troubles, doesn’t want 
to bother with Christmas, of patient 
mother, of impatient children, of some 
fanciful, but very real characters who 
persuade the whole family that money is 
not the big thing at Christmas time. Plays 
about 25 min. and calls for 12 or more 
children. 2c. 

No. 11E. The Christmas Idea. 
sketch for 5 girls. 






























































A pretty 
By Alice Cook Fuller. 







Pageants and Plays 


These are recommended for wholesome, worth-while entertainment by children and 
There are no objectionable features. 


They may be given with propriety in 


WE CANNOT SEND RETURNABLE SAMPLES. 
The descriptions will aid in making selections. 


Four selfish girls are bemoaning their 
Christmas disappointments, when their 
attention is brought to the real idea of 
Christmas giving. A capital number for 
the Christmas entertainment in church or 
school. Plain interior setting. Time, 
ubout 15 min. 25e. 


No. 12E. A Radio Christmas. By Mae Culp 
Wick. An up-to-date play for 6 older 


girls. Having met in Mary’s room to sew 
on gifts for the poor children, they are 
given a surprise by hearing a radio con- 
cert. This concert is given by hidden 
singers and a short program is suggested. 
Splendid for church or Sunday-school. 
Plays about 45 min. 25e. 

No. 13E. Such as We Can’t Use. By Bell 
Elliott Palmer. Here is a play for older 
young girls or adults, teaching a whole- 
some lesson in Christmas giving. It is 
full of healthy good humor. It is the story 
of the motley assortment of gifts for the 
missionary Christmas box. Plays from 45 
min. to 1 hr. For 10 women. 25e. 

No. 14E. Two Christmas Boxes. A clever 
comedy in 4 scenes for 11 f., by Elsie 
Duncan Yale. The Meadowbrook Ladfes’ 
Aid Society is sending a Christmas box of 
old clothing to a missionary in Montana. 
The president of the Ladies’ Aid Society 
is shipping a box of beautiful gifts to a 
relative at the same time. The labels be- 
come mixed. The complications result in 
a happy ending, pointing to a well-needed 
lesson. Also adapted for Missionary and 
Ladies’ Aid Societies at any time. 25e. 

No. 15E. When Christmas Came. By Har- 
low Haas. A very playable dramatiza- 
tion of the scenes attending the very 
first Christmas. The scenery can be as 
simple or elaborate as desired. An effec- 
tive number for young men’s classes or 
adults. Plays about 45 min. 25¢. 

No. 16E. When the Reindeer Played Out. 
By Julia Martin. An interesting story of 
Santa’s troubles when his reindeer went 
‘lame. Everything, of course, turns out 
all right. Good Christmas lessons. This 
for a boys’ class. Seven characters and 
one older woman character which can be 
taken by a boy. Plays about 30 min. 25e. 

No. 2PP. The Heavenly Host. A pageant of 
the Nativity. A most convincing visuali- 
zation of the Scripture on this beloved 
theme, with its beauty and simplicity, and 
its atmosphere of reverence and worship. 
50c per copy. 

No. 1PP. When the Star Shone. A beauti- 
ful. moving and powerful presentation of 
Bethlehem at the time of the Holy Birth. 
50c per copy. 

No. 3PP. The Child of Propheey. A pageant 

which found much favor when published, 
now being issued in pamphlet form. 
The exiles in Babylon are comforted by 
prophecies of a Redeemer, whose coming 
at Bethlehem and whose sovereignty over 
all nations are beautifully portrayed. 
35e per copy. 


THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASSOCIATION 
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(Continued from page twenty-two) 
of several books, and up to the time of his death, 
when ninety-three years of age, a frequent con- 
tributor to New Hampshire and Boston newspapers. 
He was a brother to Rev. H. Lizzie Haley, a former 
minister of the Christian Church. 

Dr. Hayley, who was one of Tuftonboro’s oldest 
and most honored citizens, is survived by a son and 
two daughters who reside in California. 

Funeral services were held Thursday morning, 
October 6, in the church at Center Tuftonboro. 


Mrs. Ella Josephine Stanley, daughter of Daniel 
P. and Margaret A. Shull, was born May 19, 
1875. In April, 1895, she became the devoted wife 


of John M. Stanley. Not being blessed with children 
of her own, her mother heart sought a needy orphan 
upon whom to bestow its love. At a very early age 
she gave her heart to God and was an active worker 
for the Kingdom through life. With her husband she 
became a member of the First Christian Church at 
Warren, Indiana, in her early married life. Here she 
was the teacher of the Christian Crescent class for a 
number of years. Opportunities were always grasped 
to help others in every way. She helped to organize 
the Merry Circle club of her community and was an 
active member as long as her health would permit. 
She passed away August 17, 1927, from her home three 
miles west of Warren, Indiana. Simple but impres- 
sive funeral services were held in the home by a 
former pastor, Rev. C. B. Kershner, of West Milton, 
Ohio. Burial was in the Taylor Cemetery. The ten- 
der ministrations and great kindnesses shown her dur- 
ing the seven months of intensive suffering and the 
many beautiful floral offerings given as a last trib- 
ute were tokens of the deep esteem with which she 
was held by those who knew her. 
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MINISTERS’ NEW ADDRESSES 


W. J. Young, 614 N. Elm St., Muncie, Indiana. 

A. P. Swadley, Arthur, West Virginia. 

H. C. Caviness, Portsmouth, Virginia. 

John A. Dillon, Aged Ministers’ Home, 
New York. 

Wilbur B. Sharp, Westfield, Indiana. 

Levi J. Carter, Arthur, Illinois. 

E. G. Walk, Sulphur Springs, Indiana. 

H. Vernon Winter, R. R. 6, Frankfort, Indiana. 

J. W. Fix, Franklin, Virginia. 

A, E. Kemp, 404 W. Main St., Urbana, Illinois. 

Frank Thomas, R. R. 3, Sidney, Ohio. 

Guernsey Stephens, 517 N. Dill St., Muncie, Indiana. 

Joseph B. Fisher, R. R., Albion, Indiana. 

Norval C. Kern, Wolfeboro, N. H. 

L. D. Hammond, Berkey, Ohio. 

J. B. Speaker, 414 N. Mathison St., Dayton, Ohio. 

J. D. Scarborough, R. R. 8, Portland, Indiana. 


Lakemont, 





CHURCH WANTED 


Correspondence is solicited from any church want- 
ing a minister for half or full-time pastoral service. 
Address: Rev. R. N. Lawlyes, 1212 East 13th Street, 
Georgetown, Illinois. 





After a few months of rest from the pastorate. 1 
am now ready for work in the Vineyard of the Lord 


again. I am a member of the New York Eastern 
Conference in good standing. I have had twenty 
years of experience as a pastor. References will be 
given. 


Would be glad to hear from any church in need 
of a pastor or for special meetings. 
W. A. HUCKELL. 

Lagrangeville, New York. 





After a few months’ rest from the pastorate, I am 
now ready for work in the Vineyard of the Lord 
again. I am a member of the New York Eastern 
Conference in good standing, and have had twenty 
years of experience as a pastor. 

I would be glad to hear from any church in need 
of a pastor or for special meetings. 

W. A. HUCKELL. 

Lagrangeville, New York. 





METROPOLITAN CHRISTIAN CONVENTION 


The Metropolitan Christian Convention will meet in 
biennial sessions with the Earlston Christian Church, 
Everett, Pennsylvania, November 14-16, 1927. An in- 
formal service will be held on Monday evening, No- 
vember 14. Official opening of the Convention will be 
at ten a. m., Tuesday, November 15. 

Delegates and visitors should notify the pastor, Rev. 
A. R. Webb, 53 Providence St., Everett. Pennsylvania, 
of arrival by train via the Pennsylvania Railroad, or 
by auto, and of desire for entertainment, which will 
be at usual nominal rates. 

Rev. JOHN M. WILLIAMS. President, 
Machias, New York. 
Rev. P. S. SAILer, Secretary, 
634 E. 42d St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
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BETTER—FINER—MORE COMPLETE THAN EVER BEFORE 
The 1928 Scripture Text Calendars are ready. Thousands of Churches and Agents will 


this year want more than ever before. 


In addition to the 13 beautiful Sacred Pictures, the 





daily Scripture Verse, the Sunday-school lesson, and other regular features, are added this 
year four new features listed below. The 1928 Calendars are the last word in a home 
calendar—a joy in every home. 

Selling Scripture Text Calendars is a dignified way of raising money. Pastors of lead- 
ing Churches the country over endorse and recommend our many sales plans. For 14 
years Churches and Agents the country over have raised money following our successful 





selling plans—making from $25 to $500. 
Calendars are printed in English, German, Swedish, Spanish, Italian, Norwegian, Polish 
and Japanese languages, but all foreign languages from a special edition with pictures 


printed in duo-color process. 


WE SHOW YOU HOW TO 
SELL 


Our many successful sell- 
ing plans and campaigns 
that have been used so suc- 
cessfully for years’ will 
help you sell to practically 
every home in your com- 
munity. Plans for Sunday- 
school classes, Ladies’ Aid, 
Young People’s Society, etc. 


18 FAMOUS PAINTINGS 


The 13 famous Sacred 
Paintings, beautifully re- 
produced in many colors, 
alone are worth many 
times the low cost of the 
calendar. They represent 
what is best and most re- 
fined in Sacred Art. 


WONDERFUL VALUE 


Were it not for the fact 
that Scripture Text Calen- 
dars are produced in mil- 
lion lots, they would have 
to sell at much higher 
prices. Think of getting so 
much for only 30 cents— 
you can readily see why 
everybody is so well 
pleased. 








FOUR NEW EXCLUSIVE 
FEATURES 


1. How to read the Bible 
through in a year with an 
assignment for each day’s 
reading morning and night. 

2. Three Months Calen- 
dar on each page. Added 
to our monthly calendar 
with the big figures and 
Scripture Text for each day 
are too small monthly cal- 
endars for the month pre- 
ceding and following the 
current month. 

3. A full description of 
each beautiful picture—of 
great value to young and 
old. 

4. The phases of the 
moon are shown on the day 
they occur. 


Spreading God’s Word 

By placing the 1928 
Scripture Text Calendar in 
every home in the com- 
munity, you are performing 
a truly great work—paying 
you big dividends both 
morally and financially. 








SPECIAL PRICES 


See how you can profit 
by placing the Gospel in 
every home in your com- 
munity. 


Quan- 
tity 


Calen- Sell 


dars Cost for 
100 ....$17.00 $30.00 
200 .... 32.00 60.00 
250 .... 40.00 75.00 35.00 
300 .... 45.00 90.00 45.00 


Larger quantity rates on 
application. 

The retail price is 30c 
each. Terms: cash with or- 
der to individuals. Calen- 
dars not returnable. 


Profit 
$13.00 
28.00 


IDEAL GIFT 


Nothing could be more 
appropriate as a gift at 
Christmas time than one of 
these Scripture Text Calen- 
dars. Small quantities for 
this purpose: 

Single Copies, 30c; 5 
$1.40; 12, $3.00; 25, $5.75; 50, 
$810.00. All prices slightly 
higher in Canada. 


1928 CALENDARS READY—PLACE YOUR ORDER NOW 


Don’t wait! Place your order for a full supply. 
greater portion of calendars are sold in advance of the New Year. 


Our experience has been that the 


Hundreds of Churches 


and Agents have found that the demand grows greater from year to year, and as our 
supply is limited, we urge you to estimate how many you can sell and rush your order. 


SEND FOR COMPLETE CATALOGUE 
THE CHRISTIAN PUBLISHING ASS’N - - 219 S. Ludlow St. - - Dayton, Ohio 
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Whence Come Wars? 


By Rev. F. G. Coffin, D. D. 


The Battle for Peace 


By Rev. F. G. Strickland 


What the Boards Did 


A Report 
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HE thought of war will sit like a giant ove od irs for the 
T next two decades. It will say to all of us: ‘ ses in order. 
If you squabble among yourselves, waste tiff@fitigate, muddle, 
snatch profits, and shirk obligations, I will certainly come again. I have 
taken all your young men between eighteen and fifty and killed and maimed 
such as I please, millions of them. I have wasted your substance con- 
temptuously. Now you have multitudes of male children between the ages 
of nine and nineteen running about among you, delightful and beloved 
boys. And behind them come millions of delightful babies. Of these I 
have starved and smashed a paltry million perhaps. But go on muddling, 
each for himself and his parish and his family, and none for all the world, 
go on in the old way, stick to your rights, stick to your claims, each one 
of you, make no concessions and no sacrifices, obstruct, waste, squabble— 
and presently I will come again and take all that fresh harvest of life, all 
those millions that are now sweet children and dear little boys and youths, 
and I will squeeze it into a red jam between my hands, and mix it with the 
mud of the trenches, and feast on it before your eyes, even more damnably 
ihan I have done with your grown up sons and young men.”—H. G. Wells. 
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About Folks and Things 


Rev. and Mrs. L. A. Duvall, of the Rays 
Hill and Southern Pennsylvania Conference, 
are now on the field at East Hounsfield, the 
work at Calcium being also a part of this 
pastorate. 

Dr. O. B. Whitaker is conducting a series 
of evangelistic meetings with the Christian 
Union Church, Excelsior Springs, Missouri. 
Large crowds are attending and a deep 
interest is being manifested. 

Rev. Charles Chitty recently closed a two 
weeks’ meeting with the Pleasant Union and 
Burnt Prairie churches, Illinois Conference, 
in which there were twelve conversions and 
six additions. Brother D. C. Berg was the 
evangelistic singer and music director. 


Rev. Raymond G. Clark, pastor at Piqua, 
Ohio, is conducting a large leadership train- 
ing class, now numbering forty. As text- 
books they are using “The Church School” 
by Ferguson, and “Organization and Admin- 
istration” by Athearn. And already good 
results are beginning to show. 


The church and community at Pullman, 
Michigan, recently tendered their pastor, 
Rev. R. W. Page, and his wife a very fine 
reception. Under the leadership of the new 
pastor, the attendance at the Sunday-school 
has been doubled and the outlook along all 
lines of the work is promising. 


The woman’s missionary board of the 
Eastern Indiana Conference held a quarter- 
ly meeting at Winchester, October 25, after- 
noon and evening. Definite phases of the 
work were discussed during the afternoon 
program and in the evening a pageant was 
given by the society from Harrisville. 


Rev. R. G. English, the new pastor at 
Plainville, New York, reports a greatly in- 
creased number of every-week givers and 
that the prospect is that the church will go 
over the top in a fine way on its increased 
budget for the year. A large offering was 
taken for Christian Education. Rally Day 
was a fine success, and the attendance has 
continued at a high point ever since. 


A conference on evangelism was held by 
the Eastern Indiana Conference under the 
auspices of its Department of Evangelism 
one day last month. The meeting was at 
Albany, Indiana, and the entire day was 
spent in a discussion of evangelistic meth- 
ods and purposes. A large number of the 
pastors of the conference were on the pro- 
gram and the meeting, was a very helpful 
one. 

Eden, Eastern Indiana Conference, Rev. 
A. E. Cortner pastor, has almost completed 
raising its funds for a parsonage and equip- 
ment and the pastor hopes to be within the 
new home in a few weeks. This is the first 
parsonage the church has ever owned and 
it adds greatly to the value of its plant. 
The attendance at all the services is now 
reaching the record point. The Sunday- 
school has several times gone above 259 and 
the Daily Vacation Bible School reached 136 


in average attendance. This certainly was 
a fine record for a vatation school for a 
country church. Brother Cortner is to help 
in evangelistic services at Greentown in No- 
vember and at the Philadelphia Church in 
December. 


The men and women of the Washington 
Grove Church, Ashton, Illinois, turned out 
en masse one day not long ago, and by eve- 
ning the large new dining room at the par- 
sonage was practically completed. The ladies 
are finishing the painting and by Thanks- 
giving they will have ample room to serve 
their dinner and hold their annual bazaar. 
A fine spirit is manifested in the work at 
this point. 

Our brotherhood will deeply sympathize 
with Brother Ross McNeal, the faithful and 
self-sacrificing pastor at Murlin Heights, 
Dayton, in these days of anxiety concerning 
his son Bennett, who underwent a very seri- 
ous operation last week at Coleman’s Hos- 
pital, Troy. Last year the lad was subjected 
to a very serious operation and sickness and 
is still frail, but we are earnestly praying 
that his recovery may be assured. 

The Rays Hill and Southern Pennsylvania 
Quarterly Conference will meet November 
9 and 10 at Whips Cove Church. Rev. A. 
R. Webb, the new pastor at Everett, will 
preach the sermon and give an address and 
other addresses will be given by Revs. A. 
R. Garland, D. Hollenshead, W. H. May. 
Brothers A. F. Foor, Coy Foor, Elias Hau- 
man and Scott Bottenfield will be the other 
speakers in a well planned program. 


Cranberry Creek, New York Eastern Con- 
ference, which had been closed for some 
time, has been reopened and under the guid- 
ance of the pastor, Rev. A. J. Gillette, the 
work has been organized in Sunday-school, 
Christian Endeavor, and other lines. In 
connection with the work of this church, 
Brother Gillette serves the Barkersville 
Church and is quite pleased with the oppor- 
tunity for service among these fine people. 


Rev. J. A. Henderson, president of Frank- 
linton Christian College, was present and 
presented the claims of the college at the 
meeting of the General Board in Dayton. He 
made it plain that the colored people are 
growing in interest and enthusiasm for the 
school and will give it increasing financial 
support as fast as they are able to do so. 
But it will be impossible for the colored peo- 
ple to carry the work unaided at the present 
time. They must have our help. 

Group institutes similar to those conduct- 
ed last year will be held by the Miami Ohio 
Conference November 13, afternoon and eve- 
ning, at Shiloh Springs, Versailles, Pleasant 
Hill, Franklin, Eaton, Piqua, Troy, and 
Springfield, the object being to present the 
conference program. Missions, evangelism, 
stewardship, and Christian education are to 
be emphasized by four speakers, one for each 
topic. A free luncheon is to be served by the 
entertaining churches. The young people 
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of the district congresses will have charge 
of the service from 6: 30 to 7: 30. 

Shiloh, Dayton, Rev. Lester T. Proctor 
pastor, goes right on doing things. Last 
year it erected a fine parsonage and now the 
church has purchased a pipe organ which 
is sufficient in size for its building and will 
greatly add to its worship. The organ will 
be installed soon. Special evangelistic serv- 
ices will be held from November 20 to De- 
cember 4, the pastor being his own evangel- 
ist. Rev. A. W. Hurst, president of Palmer 
College, remained over from the board meet- 
ings and gave a fine sermon at Shiloh on 
the following Sunday morning. 

Word reaches us that the Central Chris- 
tian Convention at Mellott, Indiana, which 
closed just as we go to form, was an excep- 
tionally fine gathering with a splendid pro- 
gram and an inspiring spirt. We hope to 
receive a fuller account later. It was great- 
ly regretted that Dr. J. F. Burnett was un- 
able to be present for the address for which 
he was scheduled. He was able to be at the 
General Board meeting here in Dayton part 
of the time and conducted the devotional ex- 
ercises at its opening session, but he is not 
at all vigorous and could not make the trip 
to Mellott. But his spirit is as hearty and 
lovable as ever. 

Brother Hermon Eldredge spent last Sun- 
day, October 30, at Conneaut, Ohio, helping 
to celebrate the ninetieth birthday of his fa- 
ther, Brother L. O. Eldredge, at the home 
of the daughter in that city. Though Broth- 
er Eldredge is ninety years of age, the son 
had the unique privilege of introducing him 
to the Erie Conference in its recent session 
as the “youngest member” of the conference, 
the aged father having united with the 
Christian Church at Conneaut only a short 
time before. Since early manhood he had 
been an enthusiastic and tireless worker of 
another denomination but now is very happy 
and enthusiastic in his devotion to the Chris- 
tian Church. 

The woman’s missionary board of the Mi- 
ami Ohio Conference held a series of con- 
ferences last year which proved exceedingly 
helpful. It is now in the midst of another 
similar series—the meetings at West Milton, 
Piqua, and Woodington having been held 
this week. Next week the meetings will be 
held at Campbellstown November ninth, 
Sugar Creek on the tenth, and Plattsburg on 
the eleventh. The same program will be 
rendered at all of these meetings, Mrs. 
Athella M. Howsare, Mrs. Clark Denison, 
and Mrs. Sadie K. Swartsel conducting the 
discussions. The general theme is, “Our 
Privilege.” Services begin at ten-fifteen, 
closing in the afternoon, sandwich luncheon. 

In this issue will be found a report of the 
doings of the various boards at the recent 
meeting in Dayton. Certain details may be 
reported more at length in later issues, but 
these brief summaries are given in the hope 
that they may be widely read throughout the 
church. The membership of the churches 
needs to know just such information as is 
here briefly given. These reports as pub- 

(Continued on page twenty-two) 
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inspiration for a great deal of Armistice Sunday 

preaching, is the manner in which the American 
conscience is becoming hardened to the thought of what 
will happen in “the next war’. So far has this process 
proceeded that the American people are now consenting 
without protest to preparations on the part of our Gov- 
ernment for indescribably horrible methods of warfare 
which only a few years ago would have been considered 
altogether too barbaric and revolting for even savages 
let alone Christian nations. We in middle life can re- 
member the intense repugnance which was stirred up at 
the time of the first Hague Conference, about a quarter of 
a century ago, against those nations which hesitated to 
outlaw the dumdum bullets and certain other brutal 
methods of warfare aniong the soldiers on the field. The 
thought of deliberately planning to kill noncombatants 
was then too far beneath recognized civilization to be even 
considered. And the deliberate killing of women and 
little children would have horrified the civilized world at 
that time. But so brutalizing were the effects of the 
Great War upon the present generation that now the civil- 
ized nations of the world, even the most Christian of 
them, are feverishly perfecting diabolical inventions 
which we are assured will literally blow cities, with all 
of their teeming multitudes of helpless men and women 
and little children, into atoms. 


O NE of the things which ought to furnish theme and 


OW the most horrifying and startling thing about all 

this is that there is scarcely a qualm of the public 
conscience against it and not a move on the part of any 
Christian government to protest this sort of reversion to 
savagery. Instead, every nation is going ahead with all 
of the devilish ingenuity it can command to perfect more 
sure and wholesale methods of destroying cities and kill- 
ing off civilian populations. There is no use of anyone 
trying to deny this fact. Most of this preparation is be- 
ing carried on under cover, as much of the value of these 
new methods of warfare will depend upon their being 
kept secret from potential enemy nations. But every now 
and then the fact leaks out that some chemist or mechan- 
ician or other inventive genius has devised some more 
thorough way of bringing death and destruction on land 
or sea. And when these announcements are made, the 
general public receives them as matters of fact—and if 
these new inventions chance to be for their own nation, 
with a more or less pleased feeling of smug satisfaction 
and added security. And, let us reiterate, these new 
methods of hellish destruction are in no little part directed 
toward civilian populations and not against the soldiers 
on the field. They are deliberately intended to be used in 


The Hardening Process 





killing noncombatants. Thus civilization has come to the 
point where the great Christian nations of the world are 
coolly and premeditatedly planning the most brutal and 
horrifying murder of women and children—a thing that 
for centuries upon centuries has been looked upon as utter 
and fiendish savagery. But now, here in this Twentieth 
Century of our Lord, our own Christian nation is prepar- 
ing for that sort of thing, and there is little apparent re- 
vulsion of feeling against it on the part of our people. 
As little children, we all learned from our school histories 
to abominate the Indians because they murdered the 
women and children as well as the soldiers. But now the 
great educated and civilized nations, made up and con- 
trolled in large part by Christ’s own professed followers, 
are coolly and deliberately planning to do worse in the 
next war than the red barbarians of our forests did two 
centuries ago. And the Church of Jesus Christ in most 
part remains silent in face of such a situation! 


N every pulpit in America should be raised a cry 

against the hardening processes which are thus slowly 
but surely laying hold of the American conscience, mak- 
ing this people willing to do that from which they would 
have recoiled with horror only a short generation ago. 
No one could have made our fathers or our grandfathers 
believe that this lauded Christian America of ours would 
ever stoop to the place where it would be guilty of 
planning and preparing to carry war to civilian popula- 
tions and to murder women and children as a carefully 
devised strategy of its war staff. And yet here we are 
fixing to do that very thing! One of the most terrible 
things about sin of any kind is that it slowly creeps up 
on us like that, insinuating itself inch by inch upon us, 
until the conscience becomes hardened to the point where 
it no longer burns and shames. And this is the very 
process which has been going on among the Christian 
nations with regard to war. The nations, as nations, have 
been plunging deeper and deeper into the morass of war 
until they all are now feverishly planning to use fiendish 
methods of destruction from which they would have re- 
coiled at the time of the Hague conferences. Under this 
same hardening process the conscience of the American 
people has already become resigned to summer training 
camps, military training in colleges and high schools, and 
other growth in militarism which would have been in- 
tolerable to it not many years ago. Sin always works 
that way—it slowly hardens the conscience to keep it 
silent. Hence it is the high function of the Church of 
Jesus Christ to arouse the nations and keep their con- 
science so quickened that it will ever drive them further 
and further from sin and on to greater righteousness. 







































The Universalist Church 


One of the very interesting facts which one encounters in the 
study of the development of Christianity is the remarkable influ- 
ence which some of the small denominations have exerted in con- 
trast to their size. One of these has been the Universalist Church, 
numbering, according to the last Federal Council Handbook, only 
about 60,000 members. It has had an impact upon religious thought 
out of all proportion to its size. With tireless persistence it has 
reiterated its broad and sweet message of the universal element 
of the Christian religion—the universal love of the Father, the 
universal and winsome wooing of the spirit of Christ, the universal 
brotherhood of mankind, the universal fulfillment of the Father’s 
will in that day of ultimate and universal triumph—until these con- 
cepts have permeated the whole thought of the Church like season- 
ing savor, redeeming it from many of the old and heartless dogmas 
which predicated a cruel and vengeful God. Turn where one will, 
and to almost any denomination that he will, he will find the re- 
flected influence of this church which for so much of its history 
has been ridiculed and abused and looked upon as anathema by the 
sternly orthodox communions. 

Doubtless no little of this misunderstanding and abuse has been 
due to its unfortunate diplomacy in the placing of its emphasis. 
Most of us can recall that as children we learned to think of the 
Universalist Church as that church “which did not believe in hell” 
—and this was a horrifying thing to most Christians in that day 
when a belief in a literal and eternal torture of the damned in 
actual fire was believed to be essential to the stability and perma- 
nency of the Christian religion. But in these days there are not 
many who truly believe in that kind of a hell and that kind of 
a God—at least not for their own unregenerate loved ones; for 
always they tone hell down in quite modified form when they stand 
at the grave of their own dear ones whom under every rule of their 
own theology they must think of as lost. But it was very unfor- 
tunate that Universalist preachers and laymen laid so much em- 
phasis upon this one particular dogma and were drawn into so 
many bitter controversies over hell; for the general Christian 
public learned to think of the church only as standing for this one 
great negation—and misunderstanding its stand on that! So 
that even yet the Universalist Church is entirely misunderstood 
by the average person who has not been close in touch with its 
present day emphasis and spirit. 


Its Emphasis Upon the Spiritual 

It is commonly thought of as radically liberal and as wholly un- 
scriptural and unspiritual. Instead, it is laying increasing emphasis 
upon the spiritual and is gravitating towards the Congregational 
Church as being nearer to its own thought and spirit than is the 
more radical Unitarian Church, with which in times past it has 
been more closely associated. Its periodical, The Christian Leader, 
of which Dr. John van Schaick, Jr., is the very able editor and Dr. 
Harold Marshall, the equally able business manager, is one of the 
leading religious journals of this day, and the average Christian 
will read it long without finding anything there that strikes him as 
outrageous heresy. In the many years the writer has followed it, 
he does not recall having seen more than a few passing references 
in its columns to the “no hell” dogma with which that church is 
so closely identified in the common mind. Instead, the following 
from an editorial on “Universalists and Redemption” from its issue 
of October 1 more nearly represents the present attitude and belief 
of this church on one of the great doctrines of the Christian religion: 

Many liberals, including some Universalists, miss something by 
their fear of the word “redemption.” Repudiating the theology out 
of which the doctrine of redemption springs, they sometimes re- 
pudiate pnconsciously the vital truth which lies back of the doctrine. 
The thing they repudiate is the barbaric notion that a perfect race 
fell because of the sin of one, and had to be bought back. . 
The thing they miss, however, is the central fact in the career of 
the Master, that he had the amazing power of bringing men back 
from sin to virtue, from a lower way of living to one which was 
an expression of their true selves.. 
In thousands of churches today when men speak of redemption 
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they mean simply bringing back from wrong. By redemptive re- 
ligion they mean one that believes in the power to bring back from 
wrong, and lays upon men responsibilities to seek and save those 
who have gone wrong. We do not believe that a religion will long 
survive which contents itself simply with trusting that somehow 
or other men will be brought back from wrong or that they ought 
to be, and yet does nothing to bring it about. 

The redemptive element—the Christ element—in religion is the 
love element that will not rest content with wrong in any human 
institution or any human heart. It has back of it the deep faith 
that “it is not the will of your Father which is in heaven that one 
of these little ones should perish, but that all should have everlast- 
ing life.” The life of God is not in us—that is religion is not in 
us—if in a world full of sin, sorrow, and injustice we remain con- 
tent with watching the drama develop and make our contribution 
only through well phrased theories and perfected creeds. 


The Congregational-Universalist Approach Toward Union 

The members of the Christian Church will be particularly in- 
terested in the approach which the Congregationalists and Univer- 
salists are making towards union along lines which so closely par- 
allel those on which the Congregationalists and our own church are 
drawing towards a closer fellowship. The National Council of 
Congregational Churches at Omaha last May ratified the joint 
statement which had been prepared at a joint meeting between 
their commission on Christian unity and our own, which had been 
ratified by our Convention at Urbana in October, 1926, and with 
which our readers are familiar. At the same Omaha session, the 
National Council also unanimously ratified a very similar joint 
statement which had been prepared at a meeting of the Congre- 
gational commission on Christian unity with that of the Universal- 
ist Church looking toward a rapprochement of those two bodies. 

Deep sincerity and enthusiasm on the subject of unity prevailed 
in the Omaha convention, and the Congregationalists there went 
further than perhaps any other body in this country has yet gone 
in showing anxiety for unity, expressing a willingness even to sur- 
render its historic name if necessary to promote the union of the 
followers of Jesus Christ. On page ten of this issue will be found 
an action taken by our General Board last week giving hearty re- 
sponse to this magnificent spirit of the Congregationalists—and of 
which we will speak again in later issues. 

At about the same time at which our board was taking this 
action in Dayton, the National Convention of the Universalist 
Church in session at Hartford, Connecticut, was ratifying, unani- 
mously and with great enthusiasm, the joint statement pertaining 
to a closer fellowship between the Congregational and Universalist 
churches. Thus these three bodies, which are so alike in spirit as 
well as in form of government, converge toward each other. Al- 
ready arrangement has been made, at the initiation of our commis- 
sion, for a joint meeting of the commissions on Christian unity of 
these three churches in New York City early in this present month 
for the purpose of considering what progress has been made and 
what further steps can be taken to demonstrate the unity of the 
followers of Jesus Christ in which these three bodies believe so 
sincerely; and to consider the advisability of inviting other churches 
of similar spirit and purpose to unite in this movement. 

Because of all this, we speak at length concerning the Congrega- 
tional-Universalist statement, which was so heartily ratified by 
both of their national conventions, in order that our readers may 
be fully informed of the great forward step which these two groups 
have taken. Quoting from the report of the Commission on Com- 
ity and Unity of the Universalist Church, describing and interpret- 
ing this joint Congregational-Universalist statement, we read: 

The primary and fundamental principle of the Statement is 
stated as follows: 

“We believe that the basis of vital Christian unity is a common 
acceptance of Christianity as a way of life. It is faith in Christ 
expressed in a supreme purpose to do the will of God as revealed 
in him and to co-operate as servants of the Kingdom for which he 
lived and died.” 

In this assertion the Statement but reiterates recent Universal- 
ist official pronouncements. At the Providence session of the Gen- 
eral Convention in 1923 and again at Syracuse in 1925, certain 
“Present Day Objectives of the Universalist Church” were affirmed, 
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one of them being Christian Unity; as to this the minutes of both 
Conventions read: 

“Our faith in Universal Brotherhood commits us to unity with 
all mankind; we should therefore seek close relations with all 
liberal Christians, recognizing that the bond of unity is a commun- 
ity of ideals and purposes rather than uniformity of belief, and 
that, in the future, acceptance of spiritual fellowship rather than 
—— agreement will be the basis of our co-operative Chris- 
tian effort.” 


A Spiritual Basis for Christian Fellowship 

The italics in the above quotation are ours. We want them to 
call particular attention to how identical is that conviction to the 
one which underlies the Principles of the Christian Church. Con- 
tinuing, the report makes plain that this same thought under- 
lies the Universalist-Unitarian statement, and then says: 


When we came into conference with our Congregational breth- 
ren, we found them in entire accord with that fundamental prin- 
ciple. It was recognized by them as expressing the essence of the 
Congregational idea of fellowship, “in which,” as Dr. William E. 
Barton put it, “no sectarian test is applied to exclude any man or 
woman who loves our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity.” The very 
greatness and catholicity of that ideal have not infrequently been 
measured by failure to fulfill it. All the more significant, therefore, 
was the bold determination of our Congregational colleagues to 
take this opportunity to reaffirm it, and to proclaim that differ- 
ences of doctrinal emphasis should not create spiritual division 
between disciples who rank loyalty to the Christian way of life 
as the thing of primary concern, and who are united to do the will 
of the God whom Christ revealed and to serve the Kingdom for 
which he lived and died. That they rightly interpreted the temper 
of their own household of faith is proved by the action of the 
National Council at Omaha, as well as by the whole spirit and ut- 
terance of that remarkable conclave. 

There is nothing vague and inconclusive in this basis of unity. 
It savors not at all of that amiable but intellectually emasculated 
assertion that beliefs do not count if only one lives right. The 
primary determination to walk the Christian way in loving unity 
is itself the evidence of a mighty faith in the supreme value of 
that way, in the Christ who trod it and in the God of love whom 
he reveals. In the deepest sense of that noble but greatly abused 
term, it involves a profound theology, only it is a theological 
faith rather than a theological formulary. That is, it is faith in 
great spiritual realities as shown by a willingness to act on them 
instead of mere intellectual assent to a set of theological proposi- 
tions, [Italics ours. Editor.] 


With such a faith in the great spiritual realities and with a 
fellowship based on such spiritual realities, there can be and there 
must be unflinching insistence on the right of every individual to 
the truth as he sees and understands it—and this predicates the 
right to differ. Says this report: 


This insistence on loyalty to the Christian way of life as the 
basis of unity is, however, only part of the thesis of the Joint 
Statement. Equally important is its other assertion of the legiti- 
mate place of theological differences. “Within the circle of fellow- 
ship created by loyalty to the common Master,” declares the State- 
ment, “there may exist differences of theological opinion. With 
that primary loyalty affirmed, such differences need not separate; 
rather, indeed, if the mind of the Master controls, they may enrich 
the content of faith and experience; and if it does not control, the- 
ological agreements will not advance the Christian cause.” And 
further: “None of us would advocate, as none of us could enter, 
a fellowship that would compromise loyalty to the truth as anyone 
of us may see it, or would stifle freedom to bear testimony to its 
worth and power.” 

That is to say, the Joint Statement asserts the sacred right to 
differ. It does much more than tolerate that right; it de- 
mands it, that the content of faith and experience may thereby 
be enriched. It is not theological differences that divide Christians 
into hostile groups. It is the holding of such differences on the 
assumption that the settlement of them must determine one’s right 
to walk the Christian way of life. We seek intellectual integrity 
rather than intellectual uniformity. 


Organic Union not the Immediate Objective 


Just what may come of this closer rapprochement of the Uni- 
versalists and Congregationalists does not yet appear, no more 
than does anyone yet know what may be the final outcome of the 
drawing toward each other of the Congregationalists and Chris- 
tians, Sufficient for the time being is the profound and motivating 
conviction of the members of all three churches that the present 
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divided state of the Church is of disastrous consequence to the 
Kingdom and that the time is hurrying on when some way simply 
must be found out of this shameful dilemma, and that some church 
or churches will have the honor of leading the way. And in that 
faith and conviction the Congregationalists and Universalists are 
willing, as we believe that we of the Christian Church are willing, 
that these unity movements shall be left free to the guidance of 
the Master and subject to his will. The Universalist report 
handles this point in words which might well be applied to our own 
movement with the Congregationalists, or with any other group or 
groups with whom we cultivate closer fellowship: 


There would seem to be no need to discuss at any length in 
this report the question of whether or not the Joint Statement is 
a proposal, avowed or concealed, for organic union. Nothing in 
the Statement commits us to it. Without equivocation it frankly 
declares that “none of us can yet forsee clearly what sort of or- 
ganized fellowship will arise to give form and coherence to the 
spiritual unity that Christians of the open mind gladly confess. 
We are convinced that it will be something larger and more in- 
clusive than anything that now exists.” That assertion means 
exactly what it says. . . . If or when the question arises of or- 
ganic union with any other body of Christians or with some new 
grouping of churches as yet unformed, we can decide it in the 
light of the conditions of that time. The Joint Statement deals 
primarily not with forms but with principles, not with the mech- 
anism of Christian unity but with its dynamic spirit. Unity 
cannot be fabricated by commissions or created by the fiat of 
conventions. It must come by natural, unforced growth, in the at- 
mosphere of mutual confidence and good will. Given that, we may 
trust the outward form to the decisions of time. 


Why Church Members Give or Do not Give to Benevolences 


A very interesting and revealing study was recently made of 
the personal motives which lay back in the minds of those who 
gave and of those who did not give to the benevolent work of the 
Methodist denomination. Two hundred and forty-one replies were 
received from givers and two hundred and thirty-two from non- 
givers. These replies came from more than twenty-five churches 
of all kinds in different parts of the country, yet there was a 
striking similarity within both groups. Of the contributors, sixty- 
seven give because they believe in missions as a personal obliga- 
tion, fifty-one give in response to Christ’s command, thirty-eight 
are glad to give and regard it as a privilege, thirty-two look upon 
benevolences as a duty of a church member, and so on down 
the line. 

With the non-contributors, a strikingly lower grade of motives 
moved them: seventy-six feel that the local church and community 
come first and need all that they can give, sixty-four say they 
could not afford it, twenty-seven believe that there is a mismanage- 
ment of general funds, and twenty-three “don’t believe in it”, and 
so on in excuses which were either purely selfish or which reveal a 
very impoverished idea of Christian life—the result of very poor 
training or no training at all along these lines. Who is at fault? 
Evidently not simply these individuals who do not give—but also 
the pastors and church organizations which do not correct the 
wrong impressions and outlook out of which their refusals tu 
give grow. 
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When we speak of missions in connection with China we al- 
ways think of foreign missions and of the great mission conquest 
which we here in America are trying to make of that land. Hence 
it will come as a surprise to many to learn that Chinese churches 
have a home mission organization and carry on home mission work. 
The Chinese Home Missionary Society is just now, in spite of the 
troubled conditions in that country, planning to send out a new 
band of home missionaries to the Yunan Province. Surely it ought 
to be of great encouragement to mission givers in America to 
know that the Chinese themselves are doing home mission giving 
and home mission work to help evangelize their own country. 

The same is true of Japan. The native churches there carry 
on home mission work. Small as it is, our own conference of 
Japanese churches has a home mission program and supports a 
home missionary. 
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James as applying to a community sit- 

uation. He answered his own interro- 
gation with the explanation that such wars 
come out of an inner evil spirit. Surface 
causes might seem to be responsible, but the 
real cause lay back in a spirit in the human 
heart. 

In the larger areas this principle is true. 
The wars of the world are the product of a 
spirit in the heart of the world. Given the 
identical external conditions with a changed 
spirit in men, and the history of the world 
would have been written differently. 

A few years ago a partially imbecile Ser- 
bian boy threw the world into an inferno of 
war. To men with brains enough to man- 
age the affairs of nations such a result was 
possible only because that tri-demon cf hate, 
fear, and pride controlled them. Now we 
are being by certain wiseacres told that 
somewhere just around the corner awaits an- 
other catastrophe to which the last war will 
be as a boys’ back alley scrap to the great 
armageddon. They remind us that the la- 
boratories of chemists and inventors will by 
that time be able silently to smite whole 
cities anywhere with almost universal death 
in a Single night. We hope they are mis- 
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taken, but none will dare to say that they 
are. 


The tragic aspects are that the war- 
making processes are going on in the heart 
of the world and no adequate way of avoid- 
ance is prepared. No arrangement is even 
under process to avert such a catastrophe. 
International law still assumes that war is 
the ultimate appeal and gives to it a sem- 
blance of legalized existence. The gestures 
being made are for handling warlike situa- 
tions. They have nothing to do with chang- 
ing the spirit from which war comes. 

In the midst of this situation cynics are 
curling the lip at that fanciful idea of “war 
to end war”. Militarists are lying in whole- 
sale fashion that “war always has been and 
always must be, therefore we must be pre- 
pared to conduct it in the most efficient and 
destructive way.” American schoolboys are 
studying histories which on the one hand 
create racial prejudice and on the other 
glorify the achievements of war. Influences 
converge to make war plausible. 


Added to this are forces which are, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, energetically 
pushing issues toward this doom. Certain 
politicians, capitalizing the unregenerate 
selfishness of men for their own profit, rake 
over a long dead past, revive obsolete feuds, 
stir national prejudices, gloat over past mil- 
itary victories, and insist upon America’s 
inherent greatness and superiority. Others, 
investors, following their acquisitive god of 
gold, exploit the resources or people of other 
nations until what is ofttimes a just retalia- 
tion follows. Then a case of “national hon- 
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or’ is worked up. “America must protect 
its citizens,” they cry. So a lot of Ameri- 
ca’s other citizens must be sent out to die 
in the protection of these exploiters. I am 
not in favor of making targets of Amer- 
ica’s best just to protect voracious American 
capital in foreign enterprises. Men whose 
greed leads them into these foreign ven- 
tures know that they are gambling with 
fate when they begin. Let them take a 
gambler’s chance and not whimper for their 
game to be “stacked” in their favor by the 
blood of their fellow-citizens. From the 
same sort of commercial motives some 
statesmen vote unnecessarily to offend a sis- 
ter nation and then have our boys and her 
boys murdered to defend that unholy preju- 
dice. The people of the United States seem 
to love best those foreigners whom they can 
gull, but they dislike those who are too 
shrewd to be so exploited and those who can 
prosper beyond themselves. Organizations 
whose purpose is to deepen the hatred and 
fire the passions of the American people 
against other nations and other religions 
flourish among us. Jingo editors aggravate 
all of these conditions by feeding prejudices 
and publishing dangers which have no exist- 
ence except in their own minds. 

This whole situation develops “nerves” in 
nations as such incessant pressure does in 
persons. The reaction is similar. They 
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WE MOTHERS KNOW 


EACE,” they have said. 

Though the sad profit of our pain 
We grieve till time is gone, 

We shall not learn to build again 
The bricks of Babylon— 


Our sons are dead. 


Stilled are the guns. 
Good will, they say, shall heal, shall bless 
The lands now, year by year; 
But though the merciful possess 
The earth, they shall not hear 
Our little sons. 


They were our friends; 
Our thought, our breath, our blood we 
gave 
To make them so; 
They bought us peace, and in the grave 
Is all the peace they know, 
To make amends. 


Leaders and lords, 
ho in your pride decree that thus 
Or thus shall scores be paid, 
An age is building when with us 
Your reckoning shall be made, 
Who have no swords. 


We mothers know; 
By the world’s hearths we sit and dream; 
Again we watch them die; 
They willed the peace that you blaspheme, 
And, though you will deny, 
It shall be so. 
—John Drinkwater, in The Graphic 
(London). 


“feel like flying into a thousand pieecs”. 
Little movements, harmless in themselves, 
“get on their nerves”. They “fly up”. They 
demand satisfaction for their injured feel- 
ings and wounded pride. 


What is catalogued as patriotism is most- 
ly nationalism. Nationalism easily runs in- 
to fanaticism. The world greatly needs, but 
seldom has, a patriotism in which there is 
no prejudice. The variety found every- 
where exalts the virtures of its own nation 
and ignores its defects, but at the same time 
exaggerates the faults and minimizes the 
merits of sister nations. We Americans 
seem to develop the insane notion that those 
who do not wear our color, speak our tongue, 
and follow our ways are by these facts in- 
ferior. This superiority complex makes us 
unfair to others in a thousand ways. My 
own land is to me the best of all, yet I have 
traveled in thirteen foreign nations and 
found something in each which I am sure 
America could adopt for her own improve- 
ment. 

The tendency of our whole process is to 
engender hatred. Hatred when it comes to 
fruit is murder. It is easy to overlook the 
faults of those we love, but we can rather 
easily be desirous of the extermination of 
those whom we dislike. About all that is 
being offered from national sources to meet 
this threatening situation is the negative at- 
titude of desistence in a reduction of war 
preparation and the compliance with certain 
formulae before engaging in combat. There 
is almost no protection in those crises of 
hatred in any of the proposed measures. The 
whole treatment is soothing the symptoms, 
not curing the disease. It treats the sore, 
but leaves the poison which causes it unmo- 
lested. Nations go madly on nourishing a 
murderous anger and building a few weak 
rules to restrain its expression. ,They would 
still put fire and powder of equal amount 
together and hope for success by confining 
it to a smaller enclosure. What folly! The 
proposals offered as preventives are good in 
their place but inadequate. 

The only hope of a way out is through the 
establishment of the Christian motive 
among men. Civilization must find the way 
to peace or die. It cannot survive the dec- 
imation and brutalization of a continuous 
war program. The way of peace is the way 
of brotherhood. The way to brotherhood is 
the path of love. The way to love is through 
kindly understanding. A course in racial 
appreciation should be taught in our schools. 
Histories should be introduced from which 
international animus has been taken. The 
Church should shape her program to get 
the attitude of Jesus into international re- 
lationships. Let her be forever done with 
her own military phraseology in the service 
of the Prince of Peace. She should disarm 


her hymn books, teach brotherly love to her 











THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


childhood, and then not rush to aid war as 
soon as it appears on the horizon. 

There is peace in but one way—the way 
of Christ. His spirit must substitute for 
the present spirit of the world. A Chris- 
tian interpretation must prevail in a Chris- 
tian nation. Its ambition must be that of 
the Christ who said, even with the conscious- 
ness of all that he was that they were not, 
“IT am among you as a servant”. The Chris- 
tian nation is the Christian servant among 
the nations. That nation is not the greatest 
which makes other nations serve it through 
the purchase of its products, or the patron- 
age of its enterprises. That is the greatest 
nation which best serves the nations of the 
world. “He that is greatest is the servant 
of all.” Greatness, apart from the welfare 
of other nations cannot be realized by any 
people. In the national perspective the good 
of all humanity must rise above selfish suc- 
cess. Omni-national equality must be more 
desirable than the supremacy of any one na- 
tion. A nation in the world is as a family 
in the neighborhood. The welfare of the 
whole community is its obligation. The 
world is made up of a fellowship of nations 
in a commonwealth of mankind. There is 
to be a universal kingdom into which all na- 
tions enter and over which rules the Prince 
of Peace. What we call patriotism must get 
to itself unselfish spiritual qualities. It 


must value its forms, its prosperity, its re- 
sources, and its attainments less and its pos- 
sible service to the world more. It must 
cultivate a mind to peace and brotherhood. 

A nation cannot assume that it has any 
release from that moral code which binds 
individuals. Two systems of morality, one 
for the person and the other for the nation, 
contradictory to each other, cannot emanate 
from the divine mind. What is wrong for 
me is wrong for my America. Selfishness, 
unbrotherliness, unfairness, injustice, cov- 
etousness, false judging, greed, hatred, 
strife, murder, etc., are unchanged in moral 
hue because it happens to be a nation which 
practices them instead of an individual. 

We of the United States who claim 
ourselves to be a Christian nation must 
put prejudice from our minds and 
look with fairness upon all other na- 
tions. We should appreciate their vir- 
tues, be sympathetic with their conditions 
and understanding with their faults. We 
should give ourselves to the practice of a 
program of good will; for where this cannot 
win, nothing else can. Let us cleanse our 
hearts of every unloving attitude, seeing the 
world with the same generosity of vision as 
the eyes of Christ see it, and feeling toward 
it as the heart of Christ feels toward all 
the nations of men over whom he longs to be 
the Savior. 














EN any man says this country or any other country needs a 


: large navy in order to do its share in policing the world, he is 
using a phrase that means nothing and uses it to cover up a purpose 
that he does not care to put in words.—Admiral Sims. 














The Battle for Peace 


A SERMON 


BY. REV. F. G. STRICKLAND 


Blessed are tha peacemakers; 
called sone of God.—-Matthew 5: 8. 


Pct ws is not merely the absence of 


for they shall be 


of war. It is a positive order of life. 

It comes from earnest effort and con- 
structive planning. It is a child of the will. 
It calls for the noblest adventure of the hu- 
man mind. Also, it is the call of God in this 
hour. 


From many points of view war stands con- 
demned before the human race. But the 
most telling count against it is that it is out- 
grown. Whatever function it may have 
served in the past (if it did) is a matter 
that belongs to the past now. At the pres- 
ent it stands against human interest and hu- 
man progress. With modern knowledge it 
is so destructive and deadly that it is mu- 
tually suicidal for those participating. Kill- 
ing an unseen foe by wholesale by the 
methods provided by science arouses no hu- 
man virtues. To carry on such a conflict, 
reason must be laid aside. By modern meth- 


ods of controlling mass psychology, the hu- 
man mind must be filled with deliberate 
falsehoods. War has become a contest in 
successful lying. A decade after the World 
War we are still under the spell of our self- 
deceptions. We are mentally drugged and 
spiritually poisoned, 

War is the last institution where a con- 
test of brute force (scientific force!) is 
legalized. The hour has struck for such a 
belated and outgrown institution to be out- 
lawed. But law is the expression of human 
will, There is no great change in human 
law without a corresponding change in the 
human mind. The angels sang at the birth 
of Christ: “Peace on earth among men of 
good will.” We must will the new order. 

Here arises the great work of the Church 
in this present time, possibly its greatest 
work in any time, because the Church is the 
institution of the conscience. Government 
as an institution does not lead in moral 
changes. These must be brought about by 
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forces outside of itself. The Prohibition 
Amendment is a case in point. 

Whether modern civilization continues or 
will be destroyed is a matter that depends 
entirely on our spiritual resources. It can 
easily happen (and has happened) that the 
increasing knowledge of man is his own un- 
doing. Greater knowledge wrongly applied 
leads to swifter destruction. 

Christ appealed not to tradition but to the 
gentle reasonableness of his hearers. He 
condemned vicious thinking, like when he 
was accused of casting out demons by the 
prince of demons. Immediately thereafter 
he speaks of the unpardonable sin. Whether 
loose thinking on the part of the people is 
unpardonable or not (interpretations vary) 
this much is certain, that superficial think- 
ing on the part of multitudes is very fatal 
in its consequences. 

The very fiends of hell could not have 
perpetrated a greater calamity on the earth 
than the World War. Yet, taking all coun- 
tries involved, the war was conducted by the 
“best” people of those countries. All that 
can be said in explanation is that the 
thought currents of the world are wrong. In 
a world that has largely annihilated the 
limitations of distance, we are still trying 
to live by our petty hates and fears. All 
nations have become close neighbors, but 
we are still trying to treat them as if they 
were far away. 

The results would not be so terrible were 
it not for the fact that “Science sits in scar- 
let robes.” But science gives us power, not 
conscience. We are in a far worse condition 
on account of this very power unless with 
it we learn how to live in peace with the en- 
tire human race. But this lesson must be 
learned in the school of Christ. It might be 
well to gird ourselves and wash one anoth- 
er’s feet. Some how the lesson of love and 
respect for others must be inculcated. 

Jesus knew that the attitude which the 
Jews held toward all other peoples was fa- 
tal to themselves. Hence his weeping over 
Jerusalem. They had national spirit, but 
it was misapplied. Their thoughts were 
wrong. They were exclusive when they 
should have been inclusive. 

When Jesus sought to correct this error 
in his people, he collided with the “patriots” 
of that period. But he would not compro- 
mise, although the, way he took was the way 
to the cross. 

The cross of Christ, however, was his tri- 
umph. “Success” does not always succeed. 
The scribes and the elders had their way 
for the time being, but their way was the 
way of death beyond which lies no Easter 
morning. Christ was right. Hence the Res- 
urrection. 

But let there be no minimizing of our task. 
War still holds the imagination of the race, 
even by its very terror. Our own Isaac N. 
Walter, pacifist of an earlier time, painted 
the horror of the battle field. But that hor- 
ror, now intensified, draws mankind after it, 
like the dizzy distance draws one to a fall. 

It is the heart of the race that is sick 
and it is the heart of the race that must be 
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cured. Music, art, poetry, courage, and he- 
roism are on the side of peace, not of war. 
Here lies the battle. It is a spiritual bat- 
tle. We are to capture and set free the soul 
of man. “If the Son of man shall set you 
free, ye shall be free indeed.” 

This is the salvation of Christ. He saves 
the race from destruction, even self-destruc- 
tion. “Personal safety in a future world” is 
not the salvation he preached. He came 
that we might have life and have it abun- 
dantly. The heart of humanity is still long- 
ing for and seeking for that life. 

Let us remember with humility that with 
all our science we have no science of living 
together. Or, if we have, it is locked up in 
books and not yet applied. The main mo- 
tive in our social life is still the law of the 
jungle, the law of self-interest. 

And yet it is the smugness of the human 
race which must be overcome. Like the La- 
odicians we think that we have need of noth- 
ing. America tends to become a nation of 
braggarts. Especially now that we are so 
busy tearing down our barns to build larger. 
We need a Saint Francis to shock our com- 
placency. Weare poor and naked and know 
it not. 

Our finer spiritual perceptions were dulled 
by the World War and especially by the re- 
action that followed the war. We are the 
victims of our own “success.” Besides, 
there was in war days no Abraham Lincoln 
to call for a day of fasting and prayer and 
repentance for the nation. 

But let us visualize our opposition. War 
is one of the oldest and most respectable in- 
stitutions in the world. It is at present the 
strong arm relied upon in the great inter- 
national game of business profits. What lit- 
tle international law we have is based upon 
war. The League of Nations exists to reg- 
ulate wars, not to abolish war. A disarma- 
ment conference does not outlaw war; it 
only fixes the rules of the game. But even 
as the saloon would not submit to regulation 
and had to be abolished, so may it be with 
war. 

However, war at this moment is legalized 
and recognized and respectable. Powerful 
financial interests are on that side. Power- 
ful governments are on that side. It is the 
weak nations, even in the League of Nations, 
that make for peace. All powerful inter- 
ests are conservative; they wish to hold 
what they have; they are for war. 


When the Church takes her stand against 
war, she espouses the cause of the weak 
against the strong. She fulfills her pro- 
phetic office. She stands with the prophets 
and Christ and the apostles. It will be such 
a situation as arose when the Church in her 
pure and early days stood foursquare against 
the brutal power of imperial Rome. Let 
there be no mistake as to what is coming. 
Already the outstanding peacemakers in the 
Church are asked to recant. The forces 
against the cause of peace are tremendous. 
They can blast reputations and ruin per- 
sonal careers. “The war is on, oh Christian 
soldier!” 

But in spite of the entrenched forces of 


THE HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


NOVEMBER 8, 1927 





4 





If 








IVEN a great armament and you have a successful school for the 

development of violence and war. 
the daring endeavor where moral standards are concerned, and 
it is for this country by Christ’s methods of peace to hasten a day 
of rest for a weary, suffering world.—Bishop Brent. 


The impossible yields before 














war, there is a stirring among the multi- 
tude for peace. Just as the weak nations 
are against war, so the weak classes of so- 
ciety are against war. They feel instinc- 
tively that war is a game for the strong; 
that modern wars at bottom are commercial, 
fought for oil, coal, iron, and markets. 

The strength of the battle for peace will 
be the strength of its leadership. The war 
forces will exploit the names of all the war 
heroes of all time, and their name is legion. 
But against this age-old display of heroism 
and poetry stands One whom the common 
people heard gladly. He was and is the 
Prince of Peace. In a contest like this, which 
will try the very souls of men, his leader- 
ship is essential. Even in a land like In- 
dia, non-Christian leaders for peace appeal 
to the potency of his name. Shall we do 
less in a “Christian” land? Without such 
leadership a battle so hard as this cannot be 
fought and won. 

In his name, then, let us call the peace- 
makers together. Let us be through with 
“wars to end war.” The Master could not 
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THE NEW MARS 


I WAR against the folly that is War, 
The sacrifice that pity hath not stayed, 
The Great Delusion men have perished for, 
That lie that hath the souls of men be- 
trayed; 
I war for justice and for human right, 
Against the lawless tyranny of Might. 


A monstrous cult has held the world too 


long; 
The worship of the Moloch that hath slain 


Remorselessly the young, the brave, the 
strong— 
Indifferent to the unmeasured pain, 
The accumulated horror and despair 


That stricken earth no longer wills to bear. 


I war against the folly that is War, 
The futile sacrifice that naught hath stayed, 
The Great Delusion men have perished for, 
The lie that hath the souls of men be- 
trayed; 
For faith I war, humanity, and trust; 
For peace on earth—a lasting peace, and 
just! 
—Florence Earle Coates, in The 
Presbyterian Banner. 
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utilize the sword of Caesar to set up his 
Kingdom. Even to Peter he said: “Put up 
thy sword into the sheath; they that con- 
quer by the sword shall perish by the 
sword.” He would not even call for the 
legion of angels to fight for him. 

This battle is one for the Church itself. 
It is not the sort of task that can be shunt- 
ed onto the side track of some properly 
labeled department. Nor should it be the 


‘chines, rather than their masters. 


subject matter of some new auxiliary. It 
is a@ summons to the Church. Nor should 
the Church waste its efforts on mere pro- 
grams for peace. These are matters of 
State. Our task is the mighty arousement 
of the conscience. This arousement must be 
based upon such a preaching of universal 
brotherhood as the world has not yet known. 
Against us will be that sort of jingoism and 
selfishness which took Jesus to the cross. 
But in that tragedy of the ages, his very at- 
titude was significant arms extended—to en- 
fold the world! 

Across the centuries still comes his com- 
mission: “Go forth and make disciples of 
all the nations.” What a divine summons 
is this! Only the Son of God could give 
such a command. It is the rallying cry to 
the task of this age. Foreign missions take 
on a new Significance. We must bear to all 
the world the good news of Christ, else we 
will all perish. It is a redeemed world or 
a lost world. The Kingdom of God or the 
kingdom of mammon. 

If the‘Son of Man come, will he find faith 
in the earth? It is going to take a sublime 
faith for this venture—faith in God and 
faith in men. It is going to take prayer— 
not the chattering of phrases, but the com- 
muning of the soul with God. Have we the 
faith to obey such a summons? Dare we 
love “the nations” as Christ loved them? Do 
we see them all as members of God’s fam- 
ily? Of one blood? To dwell together? 

When Paul faced the Roman Empire with 
the message of the cross, Rome was the 
greatest human attainment that the world 
had yet seen. Paul was a Roman citizen. 
But he knew that his Rome was pagan. And 
this was his strategy: to capture that 
Roman world for Christ. 

We face by far a greater human civiliza- 
tion than Paul faced. But it is pagan. It 
worships Mars. It has attained powers so 
wonderful that they stagger our imagina- 
tion. But we are the victims of our own ma- 
We are 
dazed in a world of our own making. Our 
power of moral choice has grown weak along 
with our declining muscles. 

In the midst of our confusion one voice 
sounds clearly: “Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you.” Have we the spir- 
itual resource to follow our vision? Have 
we the spiritual courage to make a frontal 
attack on our civilization? Have we? Dare 
we call a warring world to repentance? Even 
to the cross of Him? 

“God so loved the world, that he gave 

”? 


Columbus, Ohio. 
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At Prayer Time 


Let not the sun go down upon your wrath. 
—Eph. 4: 26, 
oO 


In other words, don’t. stay mad long. 
Pent up animosity tends to grow. As it 
grows it thinks in terms of revenge. Revenge 
long contemplated increases in its base de- 
sign, and loses its respect for equitable jus- 
tice and for the rights of an opponent. 

Anger should not tarry long, therefore. 
Consequently, Paul urged that men settle 
their differences before nightfall. If this 
were not a mental settlement, then it should 
be presumably a settlement in the mind of 
each party involved in a difference. 

It would be quite amusing if this could 
be put into some kind of operation like we 
set certain limitations up in some of our 
games. “No fair” is a way children have 
of declaring certain immunities on the play- 
ground. “ ‘No fair’ to attack one on base.” 
It doesn’t count in woodtag for the one who 
is “it”? to touch another if the latter is on 
wood. Wonder if it could be suggested to 
contesting or aggrieved people that they say 
“‘No fair’ being mad after sundown!” Jus- 
tice wouldn’t always be meted out, of course, 
but if wrath could be subdued and outlawed 
by some hurried process like that it would 
mean much to our human welfare. 

There is an influence of time on wrath, 
however, that can be easily overlooked. The 
usual expression “sleep over it” makes this 
plain. Our ire may be high and our desire 
for retaliation strong the first few hours 
of our irritation. The next day, we have 
had time to get into clear thinking again, 
and reason and good spirit direct us into the 
better ways out of a difficulty. That way 
of putting it we could urge “Let the sun 
go down on your wrath”. That would be 
better than “counting ten’! 

It is the point that the Scripture urges, 
nevertheless, that wrath should quickly 
cease. The sun should not go down on it; 
if it would, the nights might be a period of 
murderous restlessness—if not of criminal 
behavior. And the sun should not come up 
on one’s wrath; the day should be started 
with great purpose, not with a bitter heart. 

Better if we weren’t mad at all; but dy- 
namic and energetic spirits get that way 
sometime. But why stay mad long? 


et 
“Peace should be made with all mankind.” 
Be 


Put this into our national situations for 
a moment. Let us contrast the times of 
declaration of hatred with the emotions 
of armistice—or the times of cessation of 
strife. 

When war is declared, we find ourselves 
all flamed with fury. If any word comes to 
point out the moral degeneracy of an ene- 
my, we accept it eagerly and as eagerly we 
pass it on. We think in terms of destruction. 


If there are indications of a possible arbitra- 
ment, we slowly welcome it, if we do not pos- 
itively object to it. For we want to fight, 
and in that desire we want to carry a con- 
flict so far that the enemy will be soundly 
punished, surely humiliated, if not actually 
annihilated. The feeling of hostility grows 
as we get ready to fight. The sight and 
sound of power, the thrill of energy, and the 
thought of serving a native land combine in- 
to a spirit so great as to be almost invin- 
cible. In camps we train to shoot straight, 
to bayonet with vengeance, and to throw 
and stab with precision. 

It is a mad, mad time indeed, isn’t it? 

But peace comes. The long strain of war 
has unconsciously wearied us. The wreck 
and ruin of conflict more or less have shown 
us clearly that strife was both costly and 
deadly. Long absences from home have 
drawn heavily on our more humane desires. 

How gladly we welcome the let up of the 
strife. The enemy now doesn’t seem half 
as bad as he did; in fact, we are told that 
men in the trenches, when the hour and 
minute for the armistice arrived in the last 
war, leaped from their entrenchments and 
ran to greet and fraternize with their ene- 
my. At once “no man’s land” became “ev- 
ery man’s land”. Where death reeked every 
second there came to be scenes of the most 
admirable human cordiality that history re- 
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From the silent southern river, 
From the reaching western plain, 
From the quaint New England hillside 
Comes a host to march again. 
From Manila and El Caney, 
From the depths of many a sea, 
From the flow’ring fields of Flanders, 
Come the sons of Liberty. 


Who are these that tread the silence? 
They are our departed brave, 

Who, despite their years of dreaming, 
Still are troubled in the grave. 

See, they bear a flaming banner, 
These who died for us of yore. 

This the message that it flashes: 
“Brothers, dream of war ro more.” 

—Clarence E. Flynn. 
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cords. The enemy now seems a brother not 
a beast. In a moment of our madness we 
would gladly shoot or stab him; a moment 
later, we embrace him. 

And the whole world knows and sees 
which of the two—getting into war, or get- 
ting out of it—is most human. 


J 


It has been ten years since we entered 
our last struggle. Have we carried our 
madness this far? | 

In another year we will have been ten 
years since the declaration of the armis- 
tice. Will we be larger hearted then than 
when we were when fighting men dropped 
their arms and ran to clasp hands as 
friends? 

How difficult these questions are to an- 
swer. We've seen efforts of disarmament 
end in confusion. We’ve seen attempts to 
re-establish trade with Germany bring out 
a sound of derision—fortunately it hasn’t 
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been extreme. There have been some seri- 
ous inquiries into the actual causes of the 
war, and the result has been threefold: 
First, we find that some causes we thought 
were major, were really minor, and some 
possibly didn’t really exist; second, national 
responsibility has been seriously shaken, 
as we thought it to have existed; third, it 
has made us fighting mad again to find out 
that we didn’t really know what it was all 
about. 


Yet we haven’t learned a great deal about 
controlling our wrath. Recent threatenings 
of war have found many who were eager to 
get into action. The enemy has changed, but 
the wrath of our hearts is much the same. 
We have not stopped much to determine the 
difference in values; human life and native 
rights do not mean much to the other person 
when our plantation and our oil wells are 
embarrassed. 

oJ 


Now that the thankless tongue from praise 
refrains, 
When from the dead arise the immortal 
throng 
Who compass us today; what heart disdains 
To welcome them with laughter and with 
song? 
Not that our voice is silenced by our tears, 
bine: faithful memory calls the roll of 
ove, 
Not that their image wanes with growing 
years, 
As shrines grow dim when pilgrims home- 
ward move; 
Nay, but the dead shall speak, and we be 
dumb; 
“Why flags the fight we left to you in 
trust? 
Why do ye know not when your hour has 
come? 
Why lies the lamp we carried in the dust?” 
They speak and there is silence o’er the land 
Mute bs a presence with bow’d head we 
stand. 


—E. S., in The Christian Century. 
oO 


Will we let a decade go down on our 
wrath? 

Our schools and moral enterprises have 
not been crippled in comparison with simi- 
lar forces of other people. Have we really 
felt the thrill to neighbor and fraternize 
with the world through these? 

Does God or Mars have easiest access to 
our emotions? 

Hard to answer, isn’t it? 
God, how long!” 


“How long, oh 
| 


“The nations razed, 
moved: 
He uttered his voice, the earth melted.” 


the kingdoms were 
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Breathe thy benedictions of peace, O Love 
Eternal, on these strange hearts of ours. 
Shame us for our animosities; arouse our 
generous impulses until we can find Christ 
more fully for ourselves and for our world. 
Amen. 

ERNEST D. GILBERT. 





~ What the Boards Did 


General Board 


HE General Board carefully reviewed the actions of the 

separate boards, amending them in several places so 
as to make them fit more perfectly into the denomina- 
tional program. 

A committee was named to issue the 1928 Handbook for 
pastors and officers, and this will be ready for circulation 
as soon as possible. 

Dr. J. F. Burnett, because of his limited strength, re- 
signed from the Commission on Christian Unity and the 
convention secretary was elected in his stead. 

Dr. D. B. Atkinson, Dr. A. B. Kendall, and Dr. W. P. 
Minton were elected as representatives to the World Alli- 
ance for International Friendship meeting in St. Louis in 
November, the two former expecting to be in the city at 
that time on other missions. 

Mr. J. K. Johnson, of Dayton, resigned from member- 
ship on the Commission of Churches and Interchurch bodies 
and Rev. P. S. Sailer, of Brooklyn, N. Y., was elected to 
fill the vacancy. 

Inasmuch as most of our churches now give their pas- 
tors a month’s vacation each year, and other denominations 
do the same for their denominational officials, the General 
Board directed the various boards to see that their execu- 
tive officers each be given a suitable vacation each year, in 
the interest of health and efficiency in the work of the 
church and Kingdom. ; 

The Southern Christian Convention and the Ontario 
Christian Conference were petitioned to enter The Chris- 
tian Sun and The Vanguard, respectively, in the proposed 
merger publication on such terms as may be arranged in 
order that the largest possible force may be given to our 
literature as well as the largest possible measure of in- 
tegration and unity to our Church. 


Christian Unity 


A REPORT was presented by the Commission on Chris- 
tian Unity which brought out a surprising readiness 
for aggressive action for unity on the part of practically 


every member of the board present. The following was 
one of the resolutions offered by the commission: 


Inasmuch as the National Council of Congregational 
Churches has placed itself on record “as being willing 
for the sake of promoting the larger unities to surren- 
der its historic name or accept the designation 
‘Churches of Christ’ ”, your Commission believes that 
the General Convention of the Christian Church should 
take a similar action by which it would express its 
willingness for an adjusted name that will adequately 
represent the united followers of Jesus Christ, and 
your Commission requests that the members of this 
General Board who are willing personally to favor and 
promote such a step to stand and that their attitude 
be made a matter of record by the Commission. 


At the close of the reading of the resolution every mem- 
ber present, with only two or three exceptions, rose to his 
feet ad a very deep and earnest spirit was manifested. 
To a remarkable degree which has perhaps never before 
been exceeded in our church, the board revealed an intensity 
of purpose that the Christian Church should not be hesi- 
tant in taking any reasonable step to promote that actual 
unity of the followers of Jesus Christ for which our de- 
nomination so long has prayed. It was made plain that 


any step which is taken must safeguard the spirit and pur- 
pose for which our church stands and must actually pro- 
mote the unity of Christ’s followers. ‘But on the other 
hand, it was recognized that a great movement toward 
unity is under way in other denominations and the board 
is not willing that the Christian denomination shall lag 
behind the rest in this great movement from God in which 
it should be the leader and not simply a follower. 

The following memorial came under date of October 14 
to the Mission Board from the Christian Temple, of Balti- 
more, Maryland, the great Disciple Church of which the 
widely known Dr. Peter Ainslie has been the pastor for 
so many years: 


Because of the injury to Christianity in attempting 
to evangelize the world by a divided Church, and in 
re of the urgency of unity on the mission 

elds; 

The Missionary Society of the Christian Temple, 
Baltimore, Maryland, desires to express its: judgment 
that the time has come when united action should be 
taken on the part of the Protestant missionary boards 
for all foreign missionary work; and, 

Therefore, we petition the missionary boards of the 
Disciples, Congregationalists, Presbyterians, Method- 
ists, Northern Baptists, Reformed, Christians, and 
others to take joint action relative to the present 
status of missionary activities and particularly in the 
sending out of missionaries to the various fields under 
a common board. 

We await the decision of these boards with prayerful 
interest. 


Our Mission Board took favorable action in the following 
words: 


The Mission Board of the Christian Church de- 
plores the injury to world evangelization caused by a 
divided Church and welcomes any sincere effort to 
bring the foreign mission activities of the various 
denominations into a more united movement. 


It was voted as the sentiment of the board that if the 
Ontario Christian Conference should at any time feel that, 
in the spirit of forwarding Christian unity, it should go 
into the United Church movement in that country, it should 
feel our consent and willingness for it to do so. Resolu- 
tions were also voted urging our Commission on Christian 
Unity to take as rapid and aggressive steps as possible 
looking toward actual organic union under conditions which 
would preserve our historic and traditional emphasis and 
mission, 

Under the instruction of the Urbana Convention, confer- 
ence has been continued with the Congregationalists as rap- 
idly as that body has been willing to move. A joint meeting, 
originating under a suggestion of our Commission, will be 
held by representatives of the Congregational, Universal- 
ist, and Christian commissions on unity some time early 
in November, in New York City, at which time the ques- 
tion of a closer fellowship and the possible steps which 
should be taken toward the same will be under considera- 
tion. Already a joint statement on Christian unity similar to 
that adopted by the Congregation and Christian churches 
has been adopted between the Congregational and Univer- 
salist churches, a fuller statement of which will be found 
on another page of this issue. At the coming November 
meeting the question of inviting still other bodies to unite 
in this movement for a closer fellowship will be considered. 

Our church continues an undisturbed and delightful re- 
lationship with the Federal Council of Churches, the Uni- 








versal Christian Conference on Life and Work, and the 
co-operative organizations in missions and Christian edu- 
cation, and in Dr. George C. Enders our church was rep- 
resented at the Lausanne World Conference on Faith and 
Order and Dr. W. A. Harper was appointed by the con- 
ference on its continuation committee. The board urges 
that pastors and churches feel a deeper sense of their re- 
sponsibility towards our financial obligations to the Federal 
Council of Churches and provide larger offerings for the 
same in their annual budgets. 

January is the designated period for stressing Christian 
unity and was used more effectively this past year than 
ever before, with particular attention being given to the 
subject in our various publications. Pastors and church 
clerks were sent to aid the churches in an effective ob- 
servance of this Christian unity period. 

During the year the Commission addressed a letter in 
the name of our church to every denominational gathering 
of which it learned, together with a statement of the de- 
sire and attitude of our church toward unity as expressed 
by the Urbana Convention. To some of these national 
denominational gatherings personal or telegraphic greet- 
ings have been borne. 


Finance 


HE Board of Finance is a new board created at the last 

General Convention and charged with the general man- 
agement of the financial program and policies of the de- 
nomination. Part of its work was to inaugurate the new 
Budget System and put it in operation. This board has 
therefore been making a careful study of its duties and 
responsibilities. Upon the askings and needs of the vari- 
ous boards and agencies of the convention it has fixed the 
denominational budget at $200,000 for the current year. 
This amount, in addition to special funds, is found by the 
board to be essential to come anywhere near meeting in 
an adequate way the actual needs of the program of the 
church and it urges the conferences and churches loyally 
to reach it at the earliest possible moment. 

Twenty-two conferences have already reported favorable 
action upon their allotments, and indications are that our 
churches are going to co-operate heartily in the established 
financial program of the church. 

The board is seeking definitely to enlist more members 
of the church in its financial support through the every- 
member canvass, which it heartily recommends to every 
church. It is making an urgent appeal for larger indi- 
vidual giving on the part of the rank and file of our mem- 
bership, and is seeking to impress those among us who 
have larger financial ability to invest a larger proportion- 
ate share in the work of the church. 

The board is requiring surety bonds from those handling 
funds of the church. 

In the adoption of the new budget system the board 
urges that none of the values of the educational periods 
be lost and that opportunity be given for supplemental 
offerings at the close of those periods. 

A common basis of annuity rates has been established 
for all boards and agencies in our church on the same 
standard as is being recommended by various benevolent 
agencies of other churches and interdenominational bodies. 

The board has recommended that the loaning of funds 
of the convention and of its departments to other depart- 
ments and church institutions be discontinued and that all 
outstanding loans of this character be collected at matur- 
ity as rapidly as possible without injury to those having 
such funds. 


The board emphasizes the importance of safeguarding 
all benevolent funds in the local churches, conferences, 
and denomination so that all funds shall be used only for 
the purpose for which givem 

The importance of the Burnett Beneficiary Fund for 
ministerial relief was made clear and it was decided to 
establish a permanent fund of at least $20,000 for that 
purpose, the income only to be used. The general secretary 
was charged with the securing of this permanent fund. 

The Board of Control of Franklinton Christian College 
was given permission to receive a Christmas offering in all 
our churches and Sunday-schools in the entire brotherhood, 
both white and colored. 


FINANCIAL POLICIES 


A Corwith Memorial Fund was established as a per- 
manent fund. Additions to this fund may be made from 
time to time as donors desire. The income from this fund 
shall be used to meet the needs of the church as the Con- 
vention or its ad interim agencies may determine. 

The Southern Christian Convention was invited to have 
a larger share in the budget of the General Convention 
and in our obligations to the Federal Council. 

The board stressed the importance of many of our peo- 
ple providing funds for our general work through their 
wills, life insurance, and annuities. 

Several principles were adopted that will help place our 
finances on a very thorough basis. Among them is that 
no large debts shall be incurred by any department with- 
out the consent of the Board of Finance. 

Regional Conventions and local conferences are asked to 
ever bear in mind that their financial plans should not be 
allowed to interfere with the finances of the denomination; 
only thus can the work at large be stabilized. 

The churches are asked to face conscientiously the pro- 
portion between the amount of money which they spend 
for local current expenses and the amount they actually 
give for benevolences. 

The board will co-operate educationally with the dif- 
ferent departments in accepting their special periods and 
hopes to become a real bureau of information on financial 
plans and render expert advice in financial matters in any 
way that it can. 

The board is not a money-collecting or disbursing agen~ 
cy. The convention secretary is the statistician of the Con- 
vention and there will be an exchange of financial reports 
between his office and all departments of the church. It 
planned that the secretary should receive the General 
Convention offering, the Federal Council offering, Near 
East Relief offering, and all offerings on the Budget, but 
that all “specials” and monies raised for any particular 
departmental work should be sent directly to the depart- 
ment for which it is intended rather than through the con- 
vention secretary, thus saving time and inconvenience. 


Christian Education Department 


HE following are some of the outstanding things from 

the annual meeting of the Christian Education Depart- 
ment in connection with the annual meeting of the Gen- 
eral Board. There were reported: 


Over 1,100 Leadership Training Credits. 

Over 800 Attended Ten Summer Schools. 

Over 1,000 Students in Our Christian Colleges. 

Over 60,000 Using Our Christian Education Publications. 
Over 92,000 In Our Sunday-schools. 
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Over 10,000 In Our Christian Endeavor Societies. 

Over 700 Boy Scouts and Girl Groups. 

Over 15,000 Taking Our Sunday-school Papers. 

Twenty-nine Young People’s Congresses Covering Thir- 
ty-six Conferences of Our Church. 

Rally Day, October 2, was a great success. 


OuR COLLEGES 


Our colleges are doing the finest work in our history, 
with the largest enrollment of students, but they are fac- 
ing a most critical financial situation which must be solved 
if they are to continue. One college (Union Christian), 
remains closed except for summer school and_ special 
events, and others will face the same thing if financial 
help is not forthcoming. One of our colleges was forced to 
accept a lower standing last year, although its work was 
probably better than ever, but simply because it could not 
meet the financial requirements. 

The board voted that one-third of all offerings received 
from the church should go to colleges and higher educa- 
tion, and that aside from this special generous gifts and 
offerings must be secured if our colleges are to continue 
their good work. 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL AND CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR 


The Sunday-school enrollment showed a gain of about 
five hundred during the year. The year’s statistics are not 
completed and Sunday-school and Christian Endeavor en- 
rollment may be increased. 

The Senior Christian Endeavor societies showed a gain 
of over four hundred for the year, while the Intermediate 
and Junior societies showed an exact corresponding loss, 
leaving the present C. E. membership exactly as it was 
one year ago. 


SUMMER SCHOOLS AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


Ten summer schools were conducted this year under the 
direction of the Christian Education Department and sup- 
ported by the colleges and local organizations and assisted 
by all departments of the Convention. These schools were 
held at the following places: Franklinton College, North 
Carolina; Palmer College, Missouri; Union Christian Col- 
lege, Indiana; Defiance College, Ohio, (two schools, 
one for pastors and one for young people); Lake- 
mont, New York; Oshawa, Canada; Craigville, Massachu- 
setts; Elon College, North Carolina; and Bethlehem Col- 
lege, Alabama. All schools report progress and plans 
were made to continue these ten schools in 1928 and strive 
for both a higher standard of work and an aggregate at- 
tendance of 1,000. 


LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


Over 1,100 credits (for ten lessons each) were granted 
to Christian Church leaders during the year. This de- 
partment is so organized that leadership training can be 
taken in any of the following ways for credit: 


In a local Sunday-school class. 

In a social mid-week class. 

In a community five-day or ten-day intensive school. 
In a ten to twenty-four week community training school. 
In our summer schools. 

In our colleges. 

By individual correspondence. 


Any person or group of persons desiring training can 
secure it in one of these ways with regular credit. 
YOUNG PEOPLE 


We have not had such a rising of young people in our 
church in this generation and the only thing it can be 


compared with is with the early days of Christian En- 
deavor in our church. That early C. E. enthusiasm and 
purpose were not conserved by our church, and woe be to 
us if we repeat our history with our new and promising 
Young People’s Congress movement which includes all our 
youth in Sunday-schools, Christian Endeavor societies, and 
in all branches of our church. Plans are being definitely 
laid for the conservation and promotion of the work, to- 
gether with all the activities among young people in our 
church. 
CHILDREN’S WORK 


We recognize in the enthusiastic reception of the new 
Sunday-school lessons for children, which now have a lar- 
ger circulation by 2,000 than did the old lessons, a proof 
of the fact that the old did not meet the need of the child 
as do these new, splendid lessons. Plans to extend this 
service will be carried out as fast and as far as finances 
will permit. There is much to do in the work for the 
children, but the board faced financial limitations and 
dared not go further at present. 


FINANCES 

The General Board passed a resolution calling attention 
to the need of additional finances in the Christian Educa- 
tion Department, and this is the greatest need now, if 
the work already begun is not to suffer. Many of our 
churches! took no offering and made no contribution to 
Christian Education work during the year. Others gave in 
small figures. The opportunity is ours. The need is great. 


Foreign Missions 


HE Foreign Mission Department reported that in spite 

of an enforced reduction of twenty-five percent in the 
*regular work in the middle of the year due to lack of funds, 
a number of definite undertakings were accomplished. 


The McKnights were returned to Japan for their second 
term and the Woodworths were brought home on their 
regular furlough. The Mortons came home for a short 
furlough during the summer, but returned to Porto Rico 
in September. The Barretts came home in August for 
a year’s furlough. 


Miss Victoria Adams was sent to Porto Rico in Sep- 
tember for her first term as a visiting nurse and young 
people’s worker. 


During the year a complete survey of our Japan field 
and work was made, which resulted in the launching of 
a stewardship campaign, a forward step toward self--sup- 
port, and the decision to conduct a co-operative evangelis- 
tic campaign next year. 

The training of four theological students, one kinder- 
garten training student, and two Bible training students 
was continued through the year. One young man gradu- 
ated from the theological school and one young lady from 
the kindergarten training school, both of whom are now 
in active work, while two other young people have stepped 
into their places in training. 

Some permanent equipment was added during the year, 
though not as much as was needed. The Sendai Mission 
Home was remodeled and two rooms added at a cost of 
approximately $1,700. A thousand dollars was paid on the 
purchase price of the Utsunomiya Church and parsonage, 
leaving $6,000 to pay in equal annual installments. The 
sum of $5,000 was secured from the Woman’s Board to 
buy land for a church in Meguro, Tokyo, but as yet the 
opportunity for the right location has not come. A chapel 





was built and completely furnished in Porto Rico at a cost 
of a thousand dollars by the Warren, Indiana, Church. 

The Japan Mission reported 116 baptisms, a Sunday- 
school enrollment at present of 2,047, and a total church 
membership of 1,972, which is a gain of 210 over the 
previous year. The Japan churches gave a total of 7,284 
yen to church work, of which 2,900.50 yen was for pastoral 
support, a gain of 237 yen. Some splendid instances of 
progress toward self-support were noted toward which 
the attention of our people should be called. These include: 
The continuance of the Azabu, Tokyo, Church without mis- 
sion aid. The effort of the Sendai Church to reach self- 
support in six years instead of the twelve years previously 
set. Three of our seven kindergartens are conducted with- 
out mission aid. The Japanese Christian Conference has 
its own religious newspaper. The Ishinomaki Church has 
started a building fund. The Iwagasaki congregation of 
twelve Christians, with the help of its friends, built its 
own church at a cost of 1,200 yen ($600). Mrs. Mina Ki- 
tamura, a Japanese Christian long identified with our 
church, but now teaching, gave an initial gift of 1,100 yen 
($550) toward a new home for women missionaries in the 
northern field. 

Porto RIco 


In Porto Rico our present church membership is 459, a 
gain of fourteen over the previous year. There are at 
present 211 enrolled in the Christian Endeavor societies 
and 1,189 in the Sunday-schools. The Porto Rico Church 
gave for all purposes last year, $1,928.78, of which $839.25 
was for pastoral support and $126.35 for missionary work. 
This is a substantial gain. 


The total receipts for foreign missions last year were 
only $51,948.86, which were $8,272.70 less than the year 
before. This was due to three or four very definitely out- 
lined causes affecting the offerings the past year and 
which caused a severe reduction in the work for the pres- 
ent at least. ‘ 


During the coming year the Foreign Mission Depart- 
ment hopes to retrieve some of the ground lost because 
of this lack of funds, and to continue the regular work 
being done at present. It hopes also to return the Wood- 
worths to Japan, and to bring Dr. Fry and Miss Crew 
home for their regular furloughs next spring. 


Because of continued ill-health even after an effort to 
recover during his furlough, Brother Morton has asked 
to be retired from the work in Porto Rico not later than 
next summer, and the board felt it necessary to accede 
to his request. The Barretts will return to the work next 
summer and Miss Adams is expecting to do much in vis- 
iting-nursing and work among the young people. 


MINA KITAMURA MISSION HOME 


Four young men are to continue their seminary train- 
ing in Japan and one is to begin in Porto Rico. Two young 
women will continue their Bible training work in Japan 
and one young woman each in Japan and Porto Rico will 
begin kindergarten training work. 

The fund for the new mission home in northern Japan 
for which Mrs. Kitamura gave the first $550 is to be 
known as the Mina Kitamura Mission Home fund and the 
women of our churchese are to be asked to add to this 
amount $6,000 in special gifts above their regular work. 
The name of every woman or society making a gift to this 
fund will be placed in a suitable manner in the new home. 

The second installment on the Utsunomiya Church and 


parsonage is to be paid during the year and a new board 
floor laid in the church which is also used for kindergarten 
work. A new kindergarten is to be started and equipped 
in the northern field. 

Limited funds will not permit this department to secure 
the buildings needed so badly, and while the splendid co- 
operative work in which we have been engaged will be 
continued, it will be on reduced appropriations. 

A young man from Elon College and a young lady who 
graduated from Defiance two years ago, made application 
for appointment to foreign service, but lack of funds com- 
pelled the department to ask them to wait. Other young 
people sent word of their plans preparatory to going into 
overseas service. 

The board endorsed the proposal received from the wom- 
an’s missionary society of the Christian Temple (Disciple) 
of Baltimore, Maryland, that the mission boards of all de- 
nominations be asked to take necessary action te bring 
all the foreign mission work under one common board for 
the sake of Christian unity. This was referred by the 
General Board to the Commission on Christian Unity. 

The total budget adopted for the year 1928 was $66,- 
837.51—of which $14,690 was for Porto Rico, $32,200 for 
Japan, $9,358 miscellaneous, and $10,589.51 for the deficit. 
The total amount actually asked by our Missions in Japan 
and Porto Rico to carry on the entire program of the 
Christian Church abroad was $112,274.51, which is none 
too much to do the work that needs to be done, with a 
million and seventy thousand souls waiting for our church 
to bring them the gospel. But because of its acute finan- 
cial limitations the board felt compelled to hold the ap- 
propriations down to $66,837.51. This fact makes plain 
the desperate need for larger giving for this work. 


Home Missions and Church Extension 


LL members were present at the meeting of the Board 

of Home Missions and Church Extension, Tuesday, Oc- 
tober 18, at ten a. m., and all remained throughout the ses- 
sions except Rev. H. H. Short, who was called home be- 
cause of two funerals in his parish. 

Careful consideration was given to the financial situa- 
tion and to the needs of the field, which were great. 

Receipts for the past year from our regular sources were 
considerably increased over the year before. The churches 
on the whole made about a nine-percent increase over last 
year. Sunday-schools and Christian Endeavor societies 
also made an appreciable increase. 

Total receipts for our general work amounted to $26,- 
144.76, as against $23,875.83 for 1926—a gain of $2,268.93. 
Our expenditures were also reduced from $27,365.56 to 
$26,655.26. But the year was closed with an increase of 
$510.50 in the deficit—it now amounting to $14,818.67. 
Appropriations for the coming year were made with these 
facts in mind. 

Appropriations were made to the following churches: 
Bangor, Maine; Lynn, Massachusetts; Vanderveer Park, 
Brooklyn, New York; Toronto, Ontario; Everett, Penn- 
sylvania; Crown Point, Dayton, Ohio; Walnut Hills, Day- 
ton, Ohio; Muncie, Indiana. These churches are rapidly 
approaching self-support. 

Of our newer churches, aid was granted to First Church 
(Dayton View), Dayton, Ohio; Second Church, Irvington, 
New Jersey; and Hyde Park Church, Brooklyn, New York. 

In order that proper spiritual leadership for the denomi- 
nation may be promoted by the church life at our educa- 





tional institutions, aid was granted to Defiance and Palmer 
college churches. 

In consideration of the vast needs of our special work, 
appropriations were granted to the New American Work, 
the Negro Work, Indian Work, Logging Camp Work in 
Western Washington, and to Pastors’ Schools. 

New field work has been recently instituted in the West- 
ern Christian Convention and Rev. J. M. Kauffman chosen 
for this service. Already he is at the task and the board 
will co-operate with the Western Convention in his sup- 
port. Appropriations were made also to the Rays Hill and 
Southern Pennsylvania Conference, the New York Cen- 
tral Conference, and the Maine Conference to help them in 
the promotion of field work. 

The churches at Columbus, Ohio; Manchester, New 
Hampshire; West Mansfield, Massachusetts; and Red 
Cloud, Nebraska, have come to self-support, and so will no 
longer need the help of the board in their regular work. 
They are to be congratulated and other home mission 
points are urged to follow their good example. 


Other appropriations were voted for the administration 
of the work, for the Home Missions Council, and the Mis- 
sionary Education Movement, and to take care of annuity 
interest, interest on debt, literature, printing, and miscel- 
laneous items. 

Columbus, Ohio, and Ferguson, Iowa, were each prom- 
ised aid from our Church Extension Fund to assist on 
building projects. They both expect to be in building 
propositions this year. Vanderveer Park, Brooklyn, New 
York, also plans to build very soon. The First Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, has architectural plans completed for its 
building in Dayton View. These four buildings should be 
completed this year. Aid for such buildings is one of 
the most important types of church extension work and 
highly strategical to our denominational life. In most 
cases of this kind, the church extension money is only 
loaned, to be paid back as the church grows. Thus it be- 
comes a revolving fund that can be sent out again and 
again to assist churches. Churches having such loans are 
requested to repay them as fast as possible so that other 
new work may be promoted. 

Our regular budget, including our deficit, amounts to 
$45,273.67. Besides this a special fund of $100,000 is 
asked for the Church Extension Fund as part of our goal 
set by the Urbana Convention. 


Woman's Work 


TS annual meeting was held by the executive committee 
of the Woman’s Mission Board on Monday, October 17. 
There were sixteen women present and the work was thor- 
oughly considered, though the board was handicapped in 
this by the fact that many of the reports had not yet 
been sent in. 

Thirty-eight conferences have organized mission work 
under the direction of the Woman’s Board. Nearly 4,000 
mémbers of local societies have been reported, but it is 
certain that the enrolled membership is much larger than 
this, many reports having not yet been received. 

Six of the thirty-eight conference boards exceeded their 
goal in gifts this year. And while the Woman’s Board 
cannot boast any great gain over last year, yet it has not 
suffered any decrease in giving and is looking forward to 
a larger work this coming year. 

Its receipts for the year for all purposes totaled approx- 
imately $22,000. Of this $7,574.82 was for home missions, 
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nearly $5,000 of which went to Franklinton College. The 
receipts for foreign missions totaled about $12,000. In ad- 
dition to this a sum of $5,000 was turned over to the For- 
eign Mission Department towards the purchase of property 
in Japan, the same having come from the sale of bonds. 

The budget for the coming year was set at $25,000— 
$8,000 for home missions, $13,000 for foreign missions, and 
$4,000 for miscellaneous purposes. 

The board holds invested funds amounting to $4,500. 


Board of Publications 


HE total receipts for this department during the year 

amounted to a little less than a thousand dollars, most 
of which was received as interest on invested funds—these 
funds now amounting to about $13,000. Several thousand 
copies of Dr. Coffin’s convention address and a still larger 
edition of “Overtures on Christian Unity’ were printed 
and distributed during the year. A number of pamphlets 
and booklets of various kinds are still on hand for distri- 
bution in large quantities. 

The sum of $12,000 which came through the Forward 
Movement is held as a permanent fund, the interest being 
used to distribute literature of various kinds and to send 
The Herald and The Journal of Christian Education to 
libraries and other strategic points. Because there is very 
much larger need along these lines than the department 
can meet, it petitioned the Board of Finance to be per- 
mitted to participate in the denominational budget to a 
reasonable extent. ; 

Dr. M. T. Morrill’s “History of the Christian Denomina- 
tion” being now out of print, steps are being taken to bring 
the volume down to date before a new edition is printed. 
It is a standard work and there will be slow but constant 
demands for it through many years to come. 


Evangelism and Life Service 


NE of the matters deeply to be regretted, and which 

created one of the serious problems before the board, 
was the fact that the financial support forthcoming for the 
Department of Evangelism and Life Service has been far 
below that absolutely required for the continuance of this 
department as the work has been carried. It is yet so 
new that it has not yet attained to a proper place in the 
benevolent gifts of churches and individuals. The heavy 
financial emergency which is resting upon practically every 
other department of our church work made it seem inad- 
visable for these departments longer to help in its support. 
Money under the general budget, in which this depart- 
ment will participate, has not yet begun to come in in any 
substantial amount. As a consequence of all this, it was 
felt necessary by the Board of Evangelism and Life Serv- 
ice to cut down expenses to the lowest possible limit. Un- 
less sufficient help is immediately forthcoming, the secre- 
tary will give up his office here at the Association Build- 
ing, though it is hoped that he may at least retain desk 
room; and he will devote a larger part of his time to actual 
evangelistic services rather than to the general direction 
and promotion of the evangelistic spirit throughout the 
church. 

Since the secretary undertook the work of this new de- 
partment, he has conducted fifty Kingdom Enlistment 
Week campaigns, of varying length and in every type of 
church; and these campaigns have averaged seventy deci- 
sions to every campaign. He has also attended a very 
large number of conferences in every section of the church 








SGnaAenassneuGuseUuDOSSSSUGUTFSDATIOSESOENEDISGAUUT OO UDEOOT;NGOESERUTESEIOOD 


Fervavidtisene Tiadensrene 


Feaaeuvestteneisseestevetureniasen 


and given many addresses and sermons. A general pro- 
gram has been promoted in keeping with that carried out 
by other denominations and in accord with the plans of 
the Commission on Evangelism and Life Service of the 
Federal Council. Special literature on evangelism has 
been prepared and circulated. 

Owing to resignations, three new members have been 
placed upon this board this year: Dr. W. H. Hainer, Irving- 
ton, New Jersey; Dr. James H. Lightbourne, Troy, Ohio; 
and Mr. Netum Rathbun, Dayton, Ohio. These with Dr. 
Clarence Defur, Dr. Stanley C. Harrell, and the executive 
secretary, Dr. McD. Howsare, compose the present board. 

During the past four years our denomination has made 
a net average gain in membership of 3,276 per year, which 
is a percent of increase that compares favorably with that 
of most other denominations—and far ahead’ of some of 
them. 

It was voted that our evangelistic efforts for the next 
three years be known as evangelistic crusades in observ- 
ance of the nineteen hundredth anniversary of the three 
active years of our Lord’s ministry—the first crusade to 
bé known as the James O’Kelly Evangelistic Crusade, the 
second as the Abner Jones Evangelistic Crusade, and the 
third as the Barton W. Stone Evangelistic Crusade. An 
effort is to be made to win 10,000 personal workers to be 
known as crusaders. 

The board plans to promote a life service declamation 
contest, something after the peace declamation contest car- 
ried on by the Ohio Council of Churches, and the Board of 
Christian Education is asked to co-operate in the promo- 
tion of this project. 


The Christian Publishing Association 


UITE an extended report was submitted to the General 

Board by the trustees of The Christian Publishing As- 
sociation, showing that there have been some encouraging 
as well as some discouraging aspects of the work during 
the past year. There has been a reasonable gain in the 
circulation of The. Journal of Christian Education, The 
Bible Class Quarterly, the Young People’s Quarterly, and 
in other features of the Sunday-school literature. A very 
favorable showing has also been made for the quarterlies 
containing the Group Graded Lessons—Boys’ and Girls’ 
Quarterly and Children’s Quarterly—which take the place 
of the former Junior Quarterly and the primary lesson 
page in The Junior Herald. 

The Junior Herald has been published at a loss. Under 
the new arrangement of our Sunday-school literature, this 
paper is not needed as formerly and will be discontinued. 
But The Sunday School Herald is to be doubled in number 
of pages and this will more than make up for the loss of 
The Junior Herald. 

The total number of our schools taking our own litera- 
ture has been increased; but there are still some which 
do not patronize our own House, though most of these 
schools are small and most of them in the South. More of 
our schools use the Group Graded than the Closely Graded 
work, and a very much larger number of the latter are 
using the “Standard” than are using the “Pilgrim” series. 

The bookstore has made a better net showing this year 
than last, though it still is far from what it should be 
and is being carefully studied by the Executive Committee 
and the Business Manager to see what can be done to im- 
prove the situation. 

The building is now fully occupied and these leases will 
enable it to make a better financial showing in the future. 
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The report made plain the fact that advertising in The 
Herald and other publications must, because of their small 
circulation, be taken at a price that makes the income from 
this source negligible. It is doubtful if it pays to bother 
with it at all. However a plan of syndicated advertising 
among religious periodicals is being developed and the 
House feels that it will be well to experiment further along 
these lines. The whole advertising proposition is still on 
trial. ° 

The total business of the Job Print Department shows a 
very fine increase over the past year. The “Allen Printing 
Service”, conducted by Mr. Henry Allen, in co-operation 
with our House has been of great benefit and is highly to 
be commended. Our publishing interests can be sustained 
only by the profits from the Job Print Department. If 
it were not for the heavy losses sustained on our publica- 
tions, the Publishing House would have shown a very sat- 
isfactory gain for the year. The heavy indebtedness in 
which the House has been involved through the erection of 
its new building and otherwise, imposes heavy drains upon 
the profits; but as this indebtedness is cut down year by 
year, the House will be able to make a better showing and 
will be placed in better position to promote our own work. 


THE NEW MERGER 


The one greatest loss for many years has been that upon 
The Herald of Gospel Liberty. As with practically all 
religious periodicals, this loss has been swelled to very 
grave proportions by the high costs of printing and other 
expenses. It was no longer possible for The Christian 
Publishing Association to sustain such a heavy loss on its 
periodicals and so the merger plan was adopted of which 
we spoke briefly last week and of which we speak editori- 
ally in this issue. In brief, the merger plan which was 
adopted is as follows: The Herald is to be cut to sixteen 
pages in each of the three regular weekly issues. The other 
issue each month will be a magazine number of The Herald 
of Gospel Liberty combining The Christian Missionary and 
The Journal of Christian Education. This is to have forty- 
eight pages and cover and is to represent all of the gen- 
eral interests of the church, and especially those interests 
which have been represented by The Christian Missionary 
and The Journal of Christian Education. It will carry 
certain features of The Christian Missionary and the Sun- 
day-school and Christian Endeavor comments and other 
regular departments now carried in The Journal. 

Dr. W. P. Minton from the Mission Department and 
Dr. W. A. Harper from the Educational Department were 
made associate editors of the new periodical, with the pres- 
ent editor of The Herald as editor-in-chief and Miss Genoa 
M. Wheatly editorial assistant. These are to compose an 
editorial staff which is to hold frequent meetings and to- 
gether work out issue by issue a magazine that will serve 
all of the interests of the church. In the absence of Dr. 
Harper, Mr. Hermon Eldredge becomes his personal rep- 
resentative at these council meetings. 

The subscription price for the new Herald will remain 
the same as at present—two dollars for the year, which 
will include the magazine number. Those who desire to 
do so may subscribe for the magazine numbers only, the 
subscription price being placed at one dollar a year. Thus 
the Mission Department will be able to promote the cir- 
culation of this magazine in the place of The Christian Mis- 
sionary and the Educational Department will push its 
circulation among our Sunday-schools and elsewhere in- 
stead of The Journal of Christian Education. 

The new merger plan is to take effect January 1, and 
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all who are subscribers of The Christian Missionary and 
The Journal of Christian Education at that time will have 
their subscriptions adjusted with the new periodical, some 
plan being worked out that will be satisfactory. 


Franklinton Christian College 


APPILY President J. A. Henderson, of Franklinton 

Christian College, was present and added his counsel 
when matters pertaining to the college were under dis- 
cussion. The work of the institution has been steadily 
increasing in quality during the years, and the attendance 
would have been far beyond what it is today if equipment 
and financial support permitted. Already this fall the 
rooming facilities are crowded almost beyond endurance, 
and a great many more students will want to come as soon 
as cotton and other crops are cared for. The day pupils 
will also increase in number, so that the school will be 
crowded far beyond its capacity. 

The Board of Control feels that the time has come when 
it is imperative that the Christian Church put Franklinton 
on a footing where it will be possible to complete the build- 
ing and go on with the work. The colored conferences and 
churches are year by year increasing their financial sup- 
port for the school; and it is felt that if the school were 
put in proper shape, they would soon be able to support 


it altogether. But the colored people simply cannot raise 
a sufficient sum to finish the building now under construc- 
tion and pay off the present indebtedness. To enable this 
to be done, the General Board gave its consent that a loan 
be secured as soon as a sufficient amount of financial en- 
dorsement and backing be given for it by the colored con- 
ferences and churches, and it is hoped that this can be 
done and relief thus secured. 

A Christmas offering is to be taken throughout all of 
our churches for the current expenses of the school. It is 
very urgent that the offering be made a liberal one. Home 
Mission Secretary Sparks was asked to promote this of- 
fering through his office. In addition to this, the Woman’s 
Board is expected to give added emphasis to Franklinton 
and to raise a goodly sum this year to help put the school 
in better condition. The field work of Miss Bessie Kniffen, 
Rev. E. C. Hall, and others, has demonstrated the fact that 
it is impossible to raise a sufficient sum of money for the 
school in such canvasses. Dependence must be put upon 
large gifts from our churches, our mission societies, and 
from individuals. 


High tribute was paid to the work which is actually 
being done at the school. The only question with reference 
to Franklinton is whether or not adequate support can be 
secured to meet this emergency condition and to put the 
work on a proper going basis. 


The New Merged Periodical 


An Editorial 


Or of the most important actions taken by any of 


our boards in many years was that of the General 

Board by which a plan was adopted for the merger 
of our three general periodicals—The Herald of Gospel 
Liberty, The Christian Missionary, and The Journal of 
Christian Education—and in which merger The Christian 
Sun and the Christian Vanguard were urgently invited to 
unite. Under the inexorable duress of finance, it has be- 
come imperative that The Christian Publishing Association 
be given relief from the heavy annual deficit upon our 
periodicals. As has been explained many times, this deficit 
is no unusual thing among religious periodicals, but the 
rule. In these days of high cost of printing such deficits 
upon religious publications have become one of the most 
serious problems with which denominations have to grap- 
ple. On the one hand, it would be practically impossible to 
carry on a modern denominational existence without a re- 
ligious periodical as spokesman and news carrier. But 
on the other hand, such an absolutely essential factor in 
modern denominational work has become so costly that few 
publishers succeed in meeting the expense through their 
subscription lists,but must increasingly depend upon 
money from other sources. 

In recent issues, with all of the ardor of his being, the 
editor urged the strategic importance of our periodicals 
and appealed for the long look ahead in any adjustment 
which the boards might feel called upon to make. It does 
not seem to him that such a long look ahead entered very 
largely into the thinking of the boards in their disposition 
of the matter. The present financial emergency was far 
more obvious in all of the discussions pertaining to what 
should be done than were the still graver financial emer- 
gencies which in the years to come will almost inevitably 
follow any weakening of our present periodical literature. 

But suffice it here and now to say that the merger plan 
which was finally adopted is in one respect a real advance 
step. Unfortunate as it will prove to be that The Herald 


of Gospel Liberty after the first of January must be cut 
down to sixteen pages a week, yet in some measure this 
loss will be overcome by the merged Magazine Number 
which will be printed once a month and which will repre- 
sent every interest of our denominational life. It will be 
the largest single journal, we believe, which our church 
ever has issued in all of its history. Through its pages 
it will be possible to integrate the publicity relating to 
every phase of our work as has never before been possible 
in any one of our publications. The results from this point 
ought to be tremendous. It ought to erase all partial in- 
terest and departmental clienteles and merge them all 
into one full-rounded interest and purpose for the whole 
gospel as represented in the entire work of the church in 
all of its lines and departments. 


We are confident that the editorial staff will earnestly 
work to this end—a purpose in which it should receive the 
heartiest co-operation of pastors and leaders throughout 
the church. This unifying and integrating work will be 
carried‘into every section of our church as never before 
—and especially will this be true in a remarkably signifi- 
cant and wholesome manner if only The Christian Sun 
and the Christian Vanguard will also merge with this one 
general periodical representing all of the work and inter- 
ests of the entire brotherhood, in every area and section. 


The new plan is an experiment, latent with great conse- 
quences—and those consequences can be made happy and 
profitable ones to the denomination only if those in charge 
of the undertaking, in both the editorial and subscription 
end of it, can have the patient and far-sighted understand- 
ing and co-operation of the pastors and laymen throughout 
the whole church. Rarely ever has the heart of your editor 
been more deeply burdened and anxious than it is as he 
implores of you all this sort of helpful participation in the 
making of The New Herald, as the New Merged Periodical, 
what it should be. 
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The Children 


The Little Dog Barked 


A little dog barked at the big, round moon 
That smiled in the evening sky, 
And the neighbors smote him with rocks 
and shoon— 
But still he continued his rageful tune 
And he barked till his throat was dry. 


But soon ’neath a hill that obstructed the 


west 
The moon sank out of sight; 
And it smiled as it slowly dropped under 
the crest, 
But a little dog said, as he lay down to 
rest, 
“Well! I scared it away, all right!” 


—Author Unknown. 


When Dollie Disobeyed 


DOLLIE DUNCAN wasn’t what one would 

call a pretty child by any means, but she 
had such a lovely disposition that few people 
ever noticed her homeliness and, too, Dollie 
had lovely hair—“Just the color of honey in 
June”—her mother often told her when she 
would brush the silken tresses. 

Dollie was very proud of her hair—so 
proud, in fact, she wouldn’t hear to having 
it cut short like the other little girls in the 
neighborhood—no, indeed, Dollie insisted on 
keeping her long, smooth braids, and many 
were the compliments she received on them, 
too, as She went about town—and just about 
the time Dollie was beginning to become a 
little too proud of her tresses, she started to 
school, and then, without any particular rea- 
son, Mother Duncan noticed a change com- 
ing over Dollie; instead of coming home and 
going directly to school as she instructed her 
to do, Dollie would loiter on the way—some- 
times going in late and coming home late, 
and finally mother told her severely she must 
not do this. 


“You must obey me, Dollie,” said mother 
softly—“for I always try to advise you right 
in everything.” 

“Yes’m,” answered Dollie, “I’ll do better.” 

But as time went by Dollie didn’t mend 
her ways in the least, and finally mother 
decided she would go and come with her 
daughter so there would be no danger for 
her. 

“Please, mother,” said Dollie, “don’t go 
with me—I’ll go and come as I should—” 
and mother trusting her, of course, changed 
her mind. 

For a few days Dollie kept her word, and 
then one afternoon mother watched in vain 
for some sign of Dollie’s small form coming 
through the great wheat field back of the 
house, but dusk was settling over the world 
before her eyes caught sight of the figure 
for which she was so eagerly watching, and 
even then in the approaching darkness she 
railized that something was wrong, and went 
tunning to meet Dollie. 

“Oh, mamma, mamma—” wailed Dollie as 
soon as. she saw her mother, “I—I disobeyed 
you and—and something terrible has hap- 
pened to me—just look at my hair!” 

Mother Duncan drew Dollie into the near- 


est door and turned on the light, and then a 
little wail of despair went up from her lips 
—Dollie’s lovely honey-colored hair was a 
mass of cockle-burrs—gathered, Dollie ex- 
plained, while she was running through a 
weeded spot of the woods after a rabbit. 


Carefully mother Duncan tried to pick 
them out, but finally she gave it up as a 
bad job, and reaching for the shears, she be- 
gan snipping off the lovely braids, then she 
took Dollie in, washed her hair and pinned 
it back as becomingly as possible, but her 
heart was too heavy for words. 


“Go look at yourself, Dollie,” said mother 
Duncan finally—“you don’t look so bad with 
bobbed hair.” 

“Oh, mother, mother—”’ murmured Dollie 
hoarsely, “I couldn’t look at myself just yet 
—for I know I am perfectly horrid—and, 
mother—” she finished softly, “it will be a 
long time before I can look at myself and 
not remember that it was disobedience that 
brought all this about.” 


And maybe it was so, for from that good 
day forth Mother Duncan never had any 
further trouble with Dollie so far as disobe- 
dience was concerned, and with that objec- 
tionable feature removed, we might say she 
had only pleasure with her little daughter, 
and when Dollie’s lovely hair grew out 
again, she was too set to change her ways— 
and anyway, she didn’t want to.—Alice 
Montgomery Barr, in Evangelical Messen- 
ger. 


The Story of the Loaf 


ARY was standing by the kitchen table 

watching her mother deftly knead 
bread. “May I make a loaf all by myself 
some day?” she asked. 


“Do you think you could make a loaf of 
bread all by yourself, darling?” was moth- 
er’s reply. 

“Why, yes, mother!” said Mary. “I have 
watched you so often that I know just how 
you do it, and I am nearly nine years old, 
you know.” 

“Very well, daughter, some day you shall 
try to make a loaf all by yourself.” 

A few weeks later a letter from grandma 
called mother away from home for a day or 
two, and Mary became a proud housekeep- 
er. “Now,” she said to herself as she hung 
up the tea-towel after wiping the cups, “I’ll 
make a loaf of bread and surprise father.” 

But when she went to scoop some flour 
out of the flour-barrel, she found the barrel 
completely empty. There was nothing to do 
but to go to the grocer’s. 

“Good evening, Mr. Smith. Did mother 
order flour?” Mary inquired as the grocer 
turned to wait on her. 

“TI am very sorry,” replied the grocer, “but 
I am just out of flour. I won’t have any un- 
til the miller sends it.” 

Mary looked quite disappointed as she 
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walked up the street. But presently a light 
sprang into her eyes, and she quickened her 
steps, saying: “I’ll go to the miller and get 
some flour from him.” 

She knew exactly where the tall mill stood 
on the outskirts of the village, for she had 
often watched the dusty millers throwing the 
bags of flour into the big drays or loitered to 
listen to the noisy machinery inside. But 
today the wheels were still, and the usually 
busy miller stood with arms folded in the 
doorway. 

“Good evening, Mr. Miller,” said Mary. 
“I have come to see if you will send me a 
little flour. The grocer has none, and I want 
to make a loaf of bread.” 

“TI am very sorry,” said the miller, gazing 
curiously into the eager little face. “I have 
no flour, and I can’t make any until the 
farmer brings me some wheat to grind.” 

After thinking the matter over for a few 
seconds, Mary looked up brightly and asked: 
“If I get some wheat from the farmer and 
bring it to you, will you grind it into flour 
for me?” 

“Indeed I will,” said the miller. 

But the farmer had to refuse her also. “It 
is too bad,” he said; “I have no wheat ready 
to be ground.” And, pointing to a field near 
by, he added: “The wheat will be ready in a 
few days, but it must drink in more sun- 
shine and rain before it will be ripe enough 
to cut and thresh ready for the miller.” 

Mary turned toward home a very disap- 
pointed little girl. “What a lot of people 
have to work together, and how long it takes 
just to make a loaf of bread!” she thought. 

As she was passing the miller’s cottage 
the miller’s wife came to the door and called 
out: “Are you the little girl who came to 
the mill to buy some flour?” 

“Yes,” said Mary. “I wanted some to 
make a loaf of bread to surprise my father.” 

“Well,” said the kind woman, “I have a 
little flour in my barrel and will give you 
enough to make a loaf.” 

“Oh, thank you!” cried Mary. 
turn it when we get ours.” 

At luncheon the next day, when father 
helped himself to a slice of fresh bread, he 
exclaimed: “Fresh bread, and mother away! 
Where did it come from?” 

Mary’s face was a picture. 
ther,” she said. 

After mentioning several of the neighbors, 
he cried: “Surely you didn’t make it!” 

“Yes, I did!” she replied in a joyous voice. 

“All by yourself?” questioned father. 

“No-o-0,” said Mary. “I used to think I 
could do it alone, but now I know I can’t. 
The grocer and the miller and the farmer, 
as well as the sunshine and the rain and the 
wind, have to help.” 

“Yes, indeed,” said father, “and we must 
not forget that above it all and back of it 
all is God the Creator. We must love and 
serve and thank him. 


“T will re- 


“Guess, fa- 


“*He sends the sunshine and the rain; 
He sends the harvest’s golden grain; 
Sunshine and rain, harvest of grain; 
He’s my Friend.’ ” 
—Exchange. 
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Hosea Preaches God’s Love 


THE UNIFORM LESSON FOR SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13, 1927 
Hosea 11: 1-4, 8, 9; 14:4-8 


BY REV. W. P. FLETCHER, D. D. 
Adult Division Secretary of the Department of Christian Education 


Golden Text—I desire goodness and not 
sacrifice; and the knowledge of God more 
than burnt-off erings.—Hosea 6: 6. 





HOME DAILY READINGS 


Monday, November 7—The Goodness of 
Jehovah. Hosea 6: 1-6. 
Tuesday, November S—Hosea’s Warn- 
ing. Hosea 4: 1-9. 
Wednesday, November 9—Israel’s In- 
gratitude. Hosea 11: 1-12. 
Thursday, 10—Hosea’s 
Prayer. Hose 14: 1-9. 
Friday, November 11—The Way to Live. 
Jas. 1: 19-27. 

Saturday, November 12—The Constancy 
of God’s Love. 1 John 2: 1-8. 
Sunday, November 13—The Lovingkind- 
ness of Jehovah. Ps. 36: 5-10. 


November 











Hosea 


E are this week to study a message from 

another great preacher. If Amos were 
the apostle of righteousness and judgment, 
Hosea is the apostle of love and appeal. He 
had a wife who had been untrue to him, but 
in spite of the horror of her life he still 
loved her, and longed to have her become 
the wife she was capable of being. Then 
with his own experience as a parable, he 
interpreted God in his relationship to Israel. 
Israel had become apostate, but God still 
loved her with a tender longing, and pleaded 
with her to return. The whole book will be 
better understood from this background. 


Unto the Baalim 


Sometimes we read the story of Israel’s 
running away after other gods with perfect 
amazement. We wonder how they could do 
it. But to be a follower of Jehovah meant 
refraining from doing things that appetite 
and passion might call for, and it meant the 
doing of things that cost the surrender of 
the will. It is much the same in our own 
day. People will follow any fad or reli- 
gious fancy, if it does not involve the sur- 
render of the will and the changing of the 
life. In many places in Africa Islam makes 
a greater appeal than Christ, for one can 
become a follower of Mahomet and go right 
on with his immoral ways; but to follow Je- 
sus, one must “deny himself, take up his 
cross”, and that is the hardest of all things 
to do. 


I Taught Ephraim to Walk 


What a pretty picture of the love and 
care and interest of a parent. So God took 
Israel when she was but a little child, and 
through all the experiences of childhood fed 
and trained and cared for her. It is a ter- 
rible agony for parents after they have 
taught and fed and cared for a child to have 
it ungratefully do the things that are dis- 
graceful. But if it so affects earthly par- 


ents (“being evil’), how must the sins of 
Israel and you affect the great-hearted pure 
God 


Cords of a Man 


Israel’s Jehovah, God, was the only one of 
whom this thought could be conceived. The 
Baalim were material gods with the thought 
of power, perhaps, but no human appeal. 
But Jehovah was a person with mind and 
heart. He is represented as a God who cares. 
He divides the waters, sends the manna and 
quails, gives them a land of promise. Their 
prophets and leaders have thus presented 
him. Their poets sang of him as a shep- 
herd and protector. After a while Jesus 
comes, Son of Mary, Son of God. Surely 
God goes right on drawing us with cords of 
a man. 


I Am God and Not Man 


“How can I give thee up”, Hosea repre- 
sents Jehovah as saying. Man would get 
discouraged and begin to ask what is the 
use. We have tried to get that man on his 
feet, and at times have succeeded, but back 
he goes again. After an attempt or two, 
we decide that there is nothing in him, and 
let him go. After a while Jehovah, too, 
may say, “Ephraim has returned to her 
idols; let her alone”, but not until all hope 
is gone. God is always ready to forgive and 
“remember these things against us never- 
more”. When you come to God, remember 
that he is God, and that his love and for- 
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giveness are greater than a mother’s. God 
has no grudges. 
I Will Heal, I Will Love 


Sin is a blood-poison and soon it breaks 
out in sores. How we try in various ways 
to cover over the sores, but they keep on 
running. Only God can heal the sores that 
sliding back into sin has caused. Only the 
blood of Jesus can supply us the antitoxin 
that will heal and save. And then he will 
go right on loving us. He knows all about 
us, but goes right on loving us. That is the 
test of God’s friendship for us. 


He Shall Blossom .. . He Shall Cast Forth 


His Roots 


When the heart turns to God for forgive- 
ness, he can make us strong and fruitful 
and beautiful and fragrant. What a hope 
and what a promise! Some have feared 
that they would not “stand”, but God has 
provided those things that send the roots 
deep down so that we can stand the storms. 
Then that redeemed soul may become beau- 
tiful and fragrant with the presence and 
power and holiness of God, and the life may 
be glorious in fruitfulness. “Herein is my 
father glorified, if ye bear much fruit”. 


What Have I to Do Anymore With Idols? 


What a beautiful dream Hosea’s was! In 
his native hopefulness he could see Israel re- 
turning to Jehovah and forever forsaking 
the foreign gods. His hopefulness itself 
would be helpful and encouraging, and then 
with such a God as Jehovah, who had been 
to Israel such a helper, was he not justified 
in expecting it? But Israel did not come 
in spjte of God’s love and appeal as broad- 
casted by Hosea. No matter how much God 
loves you, salvation can only come if we re- 
turn to him or never wander from him. 


The Good and the Bad in Newspapers and Magazines 


THE CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC FOR NOVEMBER 13, 1927 
Matt. 4: 23-25; Jude 10-13 


BY REV. A. B. KENDALL, D. D. 


Trustee of the United Society of Christian Endeavor Representing the 
Christian Church 


Program Pointers 


Choose two members some time in advance and ask 
them to tell the society what they have observed in 
the newspapers and magazines, the tendency of which 
is toward evil. Ask two other members to report as 
to the things they have observed in the newspapers 
and magazines that are helpful and good. 


Ask the members of the society to bring in a list 
of magazines and newspapers that they believe are 
good and that would pass the censorship of Jesus 
Christ. 


For Debate: Resolved, That owing to the bad cor- 
rupting things that are finding their way into the 
newspapers and magazines that there should be a 
censorship over these established by the Government. 


Topic Thoughts 
ATT. 4:23. “And Jesus went about 
all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, 
and preaching the gospel of the Kingdom.” 
By scanning the pages of many of our bet- 
ter class of newspapers and magazines you 
will find they are constantly teaching the 
gospel of the Kingdom in their articles and 


editorials. Many of them are molding pub- 
lic opinion in the right direction, tremen- 
dously. 

“And healing all manner of sickness and 
all manner of disease among the people.” 
Many of our newspapers and magazines con- 
tain in every issue articles by prominent 
physicians on the care of the body, seeking 
to prevent disease and to restore health 
where it has been invaded by disease. They 
are doing a splendid work in this way. | 
have known of a number of instances where 
great newspapers have interested themselves 
in some unfortunate, crippled, blinded, or 
otherwise diseased person or persons in their 
city, and have thrown open their columns 
and have given valuable space raising money 
to send these persons where they might re 
ceive proper help and care and restoration. 
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| have also known of these papers creating 
a fund to help some family who had met 
with misfortune. 


Jude 10-13. “Ran greedily after the er- 
ror of Balaam for reward.” There are 
many newspapers and magazines that are 
muckrakers for money. They know that the 
perverted moral sense of hundreds and thou- 
sands will respond to the filthy, suggestive 
stories, the nude suggestive pictures, the 
lurid details of murder trials, low scandal in 
so-called high life; and they are willing to 
corrupt the minds and inflame the imagina- 
tions and besmear the thought life of men 
and women, boys and girls, for the money 
they get out of it. Such papers and maga- 
zines ought to be run out of the country, 
somehow. One of the greatest menaces of 
today is cheap, bad reading. Never forget 
that what we read becomes a part of us. We 
cannot afford to read anything but the best, 
and there is plenty of high-grade, helpful 
reading on the market. 


To Illustrate 


Some of the charges that can be made 
against a large part of our magazines and 
newspapers need only to be stated to be ad- 
mitted. They feature crime, making it at- 
tractive. They play upon sexual passions. 
They give unreal pictures of life and love. 
They offer heroes and heroines whose vices 
are glossed over until they seem virtues. 
Their too profuse illustrations and sentimen- 
tal mush discourage the habit of clear think- 
ing. They idealize drinking and divorce. 
They are time wasters, taking the place of 
literature that would broaden vision and im- 
plant worth-while ideas. They laugh at re- 
ligion. They criticize the Church. They 
hide behind beautiful illustrations and lurid 
colored inks more lapses in English than 
the average high school teacher meets in the 
Freshman English papers. They are “gut- 
ter literature."—From Luther League Re- 
view. 


But there is another type of journalism 
for which too much cannot be said. I mean 
that large number of denominational and 
undenominational Christian weeklies. They 
are the salt of the journalistic earth. Most 
of them are published at financial loss; a 
few with perhaps a margin of profit. Let 
this be said to our shame! Without the in- 
spiring tides of idealism constantly poured 
into the world’s life by our Christian editors, 
we should suffer untold loss in our politics, 
schools, homes, and churches. They are sol- 
vents of civilization. They clear the atmos- 
phere. They lift discussions out of partisan 
muck up to the prophetic mountains. They 
foster an atmosphere of brotherhood and 
world-vision.—Dr. F. F. Shannon. 


_ Words are things; and a small drop of 
ink, falling like dew upon a thought, pro- 
duces that which makes thousands, perhaps 
millions, think.—Proctor. 


_ I remember when a boy, hearing a fanat- 
ical old gentleman say that the newspapers 
and the magazines of his day were the un- 
clean frogs of Pharaoh’s day. That as they 
came into the houses, and into the bedcham- 
ers. and upon the beds, and into the ovens, 
and into the kneading troughs in that day so 
long ago, so the unclean papers and maga- 
zines came into homes in his day. If that 
good old man were alive today and read 
some of the newspapers and magazines of 
our time he might be more firmly convinced 
that the plague of the unclean frogs pre- 


figured the unclean sheets which are find- 
ing their way into our homes.—Editorial. 

The newspapers are made again and again 
the purveyors of false, vicious, propaganda. 
We now hear the remark quite often, “If 
you see it in the newspaper, it isn’t so.” It 
is exceedingly unfortunate that the conduct 
of so many of the newspapers has been such 
that such a remark could be current. News- 
papers and magazines have such a marvel- 
ous opportunity for molding thought and 
character in the right direction, that it is 
a crime, and a shame, and a pity, when they 
lend themselves to the propagation of the 
low, the vile, the vicious, the untrue, and 
undermine character instead of building it 
up.—Editorial. 

The demand is not that crime shall be 
cast out of the newspapers, but that it shall 
be treated as crime news; show the peril of 
it rather than cast a glamor over it.—From 
Endeavorer’s Daily Companion. 
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For Discussion 


What can we do to clean up the news stands in our 
town? 

If Jesus were to make a survey of the news stands 
in your town, what papers and magazines do you be- 
lieve he would approve? 

Which do you think is the worse, bad magazines or 
bad friends? Why? 

What is bad in the average tabloid, illustrated news- 
paper? 

How would you classify the modern Sunday paper? 

Give a list of five magazines you would wish, if you 
could have no others, and tell why you have chosen 
these. 

Give a list of three weeklies you would choose if 
you could have no others and give yeason for your 
choice. 

What one daily newspaper would you choose, if you 
could have no other? Why? 

Do you think it would be advisable for our church 
to make an approved list of magazines and newspa- 
pers for the help of the members? 


Be sure to order a copy of the pamph- 
let of plans, “Rally Day to Easter”, from the 
Department of Christian Education, C. P. 
A. Building, Dayton, Ohio. 








pleads eloquently for peace. 
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CVERY empty chair in hundreds of thousands of American homes 


fathers, mothers, wives, sisters, sweethearts, which can never be 
rendered whole again in this life, all bear convincing testimony to 
the fervent desire of the American people to avoid more misery 
of this sort. There is more than enough unavoidable trouble in the 
normal conditions of life, without multiplying it by plunging into 
or drifting into other wars.—Boston Post. 


The broken hearts of American 














From the Field 


NEW ENGLAND 
Rockingham Conference 


Kittery Point, Maine, October 25—The 
board of directors of the New Hampshire 
Christian Benevolence Society met recently at 
the vestry of the Court Street Christian 
Church and finished the business outlined at 
the preliminary meeting in connection with 
our late session of conference. The officers 
for the coming year are: President, Alexan- 
der Dennett, Kittery, Maine; secretary, J. P. 
Amee, Kittery Point, Maine; treasurer, Walter 
S. Philbrick, Rye, New Hampshire. — The la- 
dies’ sewing bee met for an all-day session 
last Thursday at the home of Mrs. J. Fred 
Dorr. A fine dinner was served by the hos- 
tess and much work was accomplished. — Our 
services last Sunday were unusually interest- 
ing, well attended, and greatly appreciated by 
all attending. At the evening service a duet 
and solo were very nicely given. — Our C. E. 
service of Tuesday evening was held at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Millard G. Emery and 
was one of the best we have had for some 
time. Our hearts were made to rejoice as we 
listened to two who gave us their first tes- 
timony and we hope that ere long we shall 
hear many more new voices praising “him 
from whom all blessings flow.”—Amee. 


Maine Conference 
Bangor, October 24—Sunday morning, Oc- 
tober 23, Miss Bessie Kniffen, Financial Field 
Secretary of Franklinton Christian College, 
occupied the pulpit of the First Christian 
Church and delivered an inspiring sermon on 
“The Quest for the Best.” 


East Blaine—New hymn books have recent- 
ly been purchased for this church. The Pray- 
ing Band from Fort Fairfield is expected to 
hold all-day services here October 30. Meet- 
ings have been held all summer and have re- 
sulted in some conversions and baptisms. Mrs. 
Annie Walsh, clerk of the church, is due to 


deliver an address on ‘Essentials of the Sun- 
day-school Worker” before the session of the 
Aroostook Central District Council of Reli- 
gious Education in Westfield, October 26. 
Newport—The members of the High Street 
Church, Brother J. W. Reynolds pastor, have 
recently expended about a thousand dollars 
in redecorating and refurnishing the interi- 
or of their handsome church edifice. Miss 
Bessie Kniffen, representative of Franklin- 
ton Christian College, spoke in behalf of that 
institution Sunday evening, October 23. 
Donald P. Hurlburt, Field Secretary. 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Christian 
Conference 
Fall River, Massachusetts, October 22— 
Tuesday was the best attended day of the 
Rhode Island and Massachusetts Christian 
Conference. Why? One of the men said it 
was because that was the day when the 
women’s board of missions met. The regu- 
lar afternoon session of conference was de- 
voted to missions, and, as a courtesy to the 
women, the president of the women’s board, 
Miss Carrie N. D. Potter, was asked to pre- 
side. The address of the afternoon was given 
by Dr. Woodworth. At a later meeting the 
women of the various societies reported on 
their activities of the year. Every society 
was represented and every society reported. 
The general atmosphere was one of opti- 
mism. Plans were laid for the mid-year 
meeting, and greetings were sent to Mrs. R. 
W. Coxen who was not able to be with us. 
A former president, Mrs. E. J. Bodman, was 
returned to the position of leadership which 
she filled so admirably in 1924-1925.—B. M. A. 


Smith Mills—The Smith Mills Christian 
Church opened its new financial year in Sep- 
tember with all bills for the previous year 
paid. — Rally Day was observed in all de- 
partments of the church on Sunday, October 
2. Photographs of one hundred and twenty 
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in the Sunday-school were taken, also a pic- 
ture of the Sunday-school bus. — Two new 
members were received by the pastor, Rev. 
Uel Anderson. — Work on the addition to the 
building is being completed this month. When 
finished, the Sunday-school will have an extra 
classroom and two modern lavatories will 
have been added to the present building. — 
The church will hold a harvest supper in Oc- 
tober and the Endeavor society will have a 
Halloween social. — Dr. A. D. Woodworth, 
of Japan, visited the church Sunday evening, 
September 25¢—Mrs. C. E. Howland, Corre- 
spondent. 

Providence—The test of efficient work in 
any organization comes at the time when the 
leader of that work is forced to lay aside his 
position of leadership and another person is 
required to carry on. If the foundations are 
strong, and new leadership has been devel- 
oped, the work can be continued. This year 
the Church School of the Elmwood Christian 
Church has met with two severe losses in the 
resignation of two department superintend- 
dents: Mrs. F. E. Gates, of the Primary De- 
partment, and Miss Florence P. Case, of the 
Missionary Department. Conditions of health 
caused these resignations, and it is hoped that 
both are but temporary. In the Primary De- 
partment Mrs. H. W. Westcott, who has 
worked for some time with Mrs. Gates, has 
assumed the responsibility and there was no 
interruption in service. The Missionary de- 
partment has been a unique feature of our 
work, one in which we have taken special 
pride. Miss Case has been its only officer. 
But the work will not be dropped, nor will 
there be an interruption. Four people will 
divide it between them, in addition to their 
other responsibilities, and it is hoped that the 
interest will be sustained until Miss Case is 
able to resume the work. The missionary 
library will be kept open, and all of Miss 
Case’s plans will be carried on as far as pos- 
sible. While the new plan is a makeshift, the 
loyalty of the pupils is being appealed to that 
the year may be one of progress.— F. F. W. 


West Mansfield—A cordial welcome was 
given to Rev. P. V. Harris and family at a 
reception on the evening of September 28. 
Greetings were given by representatives of 
the church, the Sunday-school, the Ladies’ 
Aid, and the King’s Workers. Rev. Willard 
Root, of the Episcopal Church, dean of the 
Mansfield pastors, gave the welcome from the 
sister churches. Mr. Harris responded in a 
bright speech. Dainty refreshments were 
furnished by the Ladies’ Aid, and served by 
the Opening Buds, Mrs. Harris’ class of girls. 
A musical entertainment was given. — The 
Ladies’ Aid served a delicious harvest sup- 
per on October 21, followed by an entertain- 
ment of music, readings, and an old-fashioned 
spelling match.—Mrs. G. A. Richmond. 

E. J. Bodman, Field Secretary. 


ILLINOIS 
October 22—Rev. Chas. Mahan has 
been called to the Porterville Church and be- 
gins his labors there this Sunday. twice per 
month..— Dr. J. J. Douglass, assisted by 
Brother Baughman, is in a fine meeting at 
Oak Grove with a growing sttendance and 
one accession the third night. — We enioyed 
a great harvest home at Hidalgo the second 
Sunday and another at Trimble the third Sun- 
dav. Each of these churches made great 
strides forward in the Rally Day. The first 
Sunday Hidalgo arose to second in the con- 
ference by wavy of attendance (122), Olney 
first with 180. Newton third with a little over 
100. Brother Baughman and his Pleasant 
View folks came to us at the Trimble harvest 
home, Brother Baughman giving the after- 
noon address, which was a great lesson full 
of helpful things for all. — A number of our 
churches are starting in with the new budget 
for benevolences. We hope every church in 


Olney. 
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the conference will fall in line and remit its 
benevolences through our conference treas- 
urer. Mr. John M. Bowers at Hidalgo, Lli- 
nois. Remit every month.—Alvin O. Jacobs. 


Ashton, October 10—Equipped with paint 
brushes in lieu of the customary thimbles 
and needles, the women of Washington Grove 
Ladies’ Aid will this week repair to the par- 
sonage to paint their new dining hall. Wash- 
ington Grove Christian Church is a typical 
rural church five miles north of Ashton. The 
large dining room of the parsonage has 
grown too small to accommodate the many 
who attend the annual chicken supper and 
bazaar. To solve this problem the women de- 
cided to erect a room large enough to care 
for sixty diners’ at a time. The foundation 
having been laid, an all-day meeting was 
called, the men to work at erecting the room, 
the women to furnish the dinner. Of the more 
than sixty present twenty were men and by 
nightfall the building was practically com- 
pleted. In order not to keep the men from 
the fields another day several women volun- 
teered their services as painters. The primary 
coat has already been applied and the women 
are waiting settled weather to put on a sec- 
ond coat. Earlier in the season, at the re- 
quest of the minister, three rooms at the par- 
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THE MORNING BREAKS 
BEYOND the war-clouds and the reddened 


ways, 

I see the Promise of the Coming Days! 

I see His Sun arise, new charged with grace 
Earth's tears to dry and all her woes efface! 
Christ lives! Christ loves! Christ rules! 
No more shall Might, 

Though leagued with all the Forces of the 
Ride over Right. No more shall Wrong 


The world’s gross agenies prolong. 


Who waits His Time shall surely see 
The triumph of His Constancy;— 
When without let, or bar, or stay, 
The coming of His Perfect Day 
Shall sweep the Powers of Night away 
And Faith, replumed for nobler flight, 
And Hope, aglow with radiance bright, 
And Love, in loveliness bedight, 
Shall greet the morning light! 

—John Oxenham, in “‘All’s Well!” 


sonage were papered. The labor was done by 
two of the women of the neighborhood gratis. 
—Chicago Daily Drovers Journal. 


Tuscola, October 24—The meeting with Pas- 
tor Douglass at Oak Grove continues through 
this week. Have two confessions to date. 
There seems to be a fine spirit manifest and 
the interest to be increasing. The people 
speak in the highest of terms of their pastor. 
— We went home for Sunday services at Tus- 
cola and are returning today for this week. 
We were at the Trimble Church, Rev. A. O. 
Jacobs pastor, last Sunday afternoon, October 
16, to attend a harvest home service, and 
spoke in the afternoon to a very fine audi- 
ence. — We are expecting to attend the cen- 
tral Convention Thursday of this week. We 
also will assist Rev. Levi Carter in special 
meetings at Lake Fork Church, Central IIlli- 
nois Conference, commencing Monday, Octo- 
ber 31. — Our work at Tuscola is very inter- 
esting. They are painting the parsonage. Our 
attendance is good and Sunday-school and 
Endeavor services are well attended.—John 
Baughman. 

INDIANA 

Anderson, October 19—We are in the midst 
of the fourth revival which the writer has 
held in the Whetstone Chapel during the last 
five years, and in which he has done his own 
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preaching. There have been eleven conver- 
sions to date, and all have united with the 
church. Two of these were an old couple 
nearing the seventy mark, and eight were 
youths. We are continuing the meeting and 
are expecting the Lord to do more wonderful 
things for us before we close. As a result of 
these four meetings, 108 new members have 
been received, besides the prodigals that have 
returned. Several who accepted Christ took 
their membership to other churches of our 
own and other denominations. We always 
say in our meetings, Get right with God and 
take your membership where you can do the 
most good for God and humanity. — We ob- 
served Rally Day, October 2, and had 219 in 
Sunday-school, which broke all previous rec- 
ords. There were sixty young people at the 
Christian Endeavor’ service, and the house 
filled to capacity with adults and children to 
help them. I feel this is not a bad record 
for a rural church within three miles of a 
city of $45,000 people. I thank God for these 
wonderful blessings and for The Herald of 
Gospel Liberty. May he wonderfully bless 
the entire brotherhood.—J. Wesley Stewart, 
Pastor. 


Winchester, October 26—The women’s mis- 
sion board of the Eastern Indiana Conference 
has divided its territory into districts, the 
same as the Young People’s Congress, and 
each district is organizing for some rea 
Kingdom service. Yesterday, October 25, the 
Winchester district, with Rev. Zelma Mills as 
organizer, put on a program at the Winches- 
ter Church which was a great success. In 
the afternoon service there were nearly one 
hundred present. At night there were 250 to 
300. The program was well planned and every 
part was interesting and helpful. Officers 
consisting of president, vice-president, and 
secretary-treasurer were elected. The goals 
for the year were given and short talks by 
the different departmental secretaries. A 
short address was given by the conference 
president of the women’s board, and a round 
table discussion, which was not the smaller 
part of the program, was held. — The evening 
program was both interesting and instructive. 
The special numbers of music were splendid 
and the pageant was mighty fine. This was 
rendered by the Harrisville society. — Re- 
cently our church had a graduating class in 
teacher training with seven pupils receiving 
their diplomas from the State Department of 
Religious Education. Two of these graduated 
with one hundred percent, three with ninety- 
eight percent. The singular thing of it was 
that the teacher was one of the graduating 
class. Another class is being organized and 
already we have eight who have enrolled. — 
Last Friday night the Winchester Church 
gave its pastor and wife quite a surprise. 
About one hundred twenty of the people came 
just as an expression of their interest in the 
Kingdom work and that all might enjoy 4 
social hour together. They provided their 
own entertainment consisting of a humorous 
program in keeping with the occasion. We 
all enjoyed the evening. However, we have 
not come to the place where we do not need 
the prayers of the brethren.—Chas. B. Lusk, 
Pastor. 








i{ BIG WEEKLY 
iy VAN C7-VA BEES 


Most unusual offer? Ten weekly issues of America’s 
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liveliest illustrated magazine for 10e. Highest quality 

fon; unusual articles; sparkling wit and humor; 
special departments for every member of the family. 
Send as address and 10 cents without delay. 
The inder, Dept. (255 Washington,D.c. 








EARN $25 WEEKLY SPARE TIME 


Writing for newspapers, magazines. Ex- 
perience unnecessary. Details FREE. 
Press Syndicate, 1306, St, Louis, Mo, 
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IOWA 


Madrid, October 25—For the first time in 
very many years the Christian Church at Ma- 
drid is without a pastor. To say that this 
church was very sorry when it became known 
that we had to give up Brother Kauffman 
as our pastor is only a mild way of express- 
ing our feelings. But we also knew that 
Brother Kauffman was going to be used in a 
far larger field than simply being our pastor. 
We are very glad that he is taking the field 
secretary work of the Western Christian 
Convention and feel quite sure he is in every 
way capable and that the Western Convention 
has made a wise choice in him. We afe happy 
to say that we feel we have secured an ex- 
cellent man to take his place in Dr. Clarence 
Defur. He will not be with us until the first 
of January, which seems to us a very long 
time to wait, but we have prayed that our 
Lord will bless both him and us, and when 
he does come we hope we shall be able to 
work together in the way our Lord would 
have us. — We are having our pulpit sup- 
plied by some of our pastors of the conven- 
tion. Brother R. A. Lewis, of Redfield, and 
Brother R. L. Baybrun, of Clemons, Iowa, 
have already been here. Brother E. C. Geed- 
ing, of Ferguson, will preach for us October 
30. We expect Brother Alfred W. Hurst, of 
Palmer College, on Sunday, November 6; and 
our former pastor, Dr. F. G. Coffin, is to be 
here November 20. Also Brother Rue Bur- 
nell, of Orient, Iowa, Hill of Zion Church, will 
be here to preach for us the first part of De- 
cember. We are having our regular mid- 
week prayer meetings each week, some of 
the brethren leading. We also have choir 
practice each week. Miss Rena Kyle, who is 
a teacher here in the public schools, is our 
choir leader at present. Miss Kyle is a 
daughter of Brother J. J. Kyle, secretary of 
the Western Convention, and a graduate of 
Palmer. — Friday evening, September 30, the 
church held a reception for Brother Kauff- 
man and family. A very large attendance 
was present, and a feast of good things to 
eat was enjoyed, after which a program was 
given and Brother Kauffman was presented 
with a purse containing about one hundred 
and ten dollars. — Our Sunday-school is go- 
ing strong. It could be improved, of course, 
but we have a good school in good working 
order using graded work in many classes. 
Our missionary society is active and doing 
some good work; having educated a resident 
pastor in Japan. — Our C. E. is well attended, 
though quite a few of our young folks have 
sone away to school. — On October 14 the 
Ladies’ Aid held its annual harvest home sup- 
per. This was not quite so well attended 
this year as for several years previous. We 
took in about $145, this year as compared 
with about $200 in other years. We all feel 
this is largely due to the economic condition 
brought about by the coal strike which be- 
gan April 1 and ended October 5. It has had 
avery depressing effect on the town in many 
ways. — Our church had twelve delegates at 
our Western Iowa Conference which was held 
at Wheelers Grove Church. All enjoyed the 
conference very much and came home _ to 
strive to do more and better work for the 
church in the future. We made many new 
acquaintances and enjoyed the fellowship of 
this fine country church in a great measure. 
> Just a few weeks ago the Madrid Chris- 
“an Church had a very interesting and in- 
‘tructive series of illustrated lectures called 
the “Eye-o-graph Bible Study Lectures” by 
Mr. Carl D. Fails, of Boone, Iowa; who is 
§oon to go to the Holy Land as missionary to 
the Jews of that country. These lectures 
‘overed the Bible from Genesis 1:1 to the 
Resurrection. They were very instructive 
ind must be seen to be appreciated.—Allen 
F. Adams, Church Correspondent. 


MICHIGAN 


Pullman—Wednesday, September 28 was a 
great day for the Christian Church at Pull- 








Stewardship 
November and December 


Our Workers Tell of Its Importance: 

Rev. W. H. Martin, Hilton, New 
York, says: “Perhaps the outstanding 
reason why every church and pastor 
should teach and practice stewardship 
is because it is God’s plan for his 
children. It is the one sure way of re- 
leasing the blessing and power of God 
since his resources are available only 
to those who work according to his 
plans.” 

Rev. F. C. Lester, Waverly, Vir- 
ginia, says: “Every church and pas- 
tor of the Christian Church should 
teach stewardship in every way possi- 
ble because: 1. It is Scriptural, and 
we take the Bible as our “Rule of 
Faith and Practice.” 2. It is Chris- 
tian, being taught and practiced by 
Christ, and we claim his name and say 
that he is “The Head of the Church.” 
8. The Church needs the money and 
service that grow out of stewardship 
teaching and practice. 4. The preach- 
ers and people need the joy that comes 
from recognition of the relationship 
to God as indicated in stewardship. 5. 
The only way for the people to know 
this Scriptural and Christian message 
which the churches and the individuals 
so sorely need is by its being taught. 

Rev. Mrs. Carrie Beaver, Advance, 
Indiana, says: “The live church rec- 
ognizes that Christian stewardship is 
its secret of life. Too many churches 
today have no conception of this fact. 
Our business, as pastors, is to implant 
this truth. Let us plan, thoughtfully, 
prayerfully, work patiently, persist- 
ently. Ere we are aware, our people 
will see—then they will respond—and 
God’s cause will move!” 

Rev. L. Stanley Paisley, Toronto, 
Ontario, says: “The study and prac- 
tice of stewardship will show to a con- 
gregation that church finance is not 
merely a commercial enterprise, but a 
vital spiritual function, a genuine act 
of worship; that men spend their own 
money only after they have given one- 
tenth. The tenth belongs to God. A 
stewardship program will create and 
renew interest in the church. It will 
do away with the ignominous money- 
making schemes of the past and will 
provide funds for every benevolent in- 
terest of the church. Study first, then 
confirm your learning by practice.” 

Rev. Jesse M. Kauffman, Madrid, 
Iowa, says: “Doing or not doing is 
largely the result of knowing or not 
knowing. If we expect people to express 
with their talents, their possessions, 
their time, and their power, the princi- 
ples of stewardship, it is very neces- 
sary that the stewardship program 
have an important place in the educa- 
tional program of the church. Stew- 
ardship being a fundamental principle 
of the Christian life, we cannot hope 
to have great Christians and great 
churches until they have a knowledge, 
and practice the laws, of the steward- 
ship life.” 
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man. The community gave Rev. and Mrs. R. 
W. Page a royal reception. The community 
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joined with the church and held the recep- 
tion in the Oddfellows’ Hall. They have a 
large dinnig room below the hall and after 
a social time in speech making and readings, 
about sixty-five or seventy persons sat down 
to a glorious supper. Everybody felt that it 
was an evening well spent, and my wife and 
1 feel like the Christian Church will be one 
of the strong churches yet. The first Sunday 
I was here there were thirty-five in Sunday- 
school. Last Sunday there were seventy, just 
doubled in one month. Last Sunday was a 
very rainy day, yet the house would not hold 
many more in the evening service. — Don’t 
forget while talking to the dear Lord to re- 
member Pullman and pastor. God bless The 
Herald family.—R. W. Page, Pastor. 


MISSOURI 

Excelsior Springs, October 24—Large audi- 
ences were present at all services in the 
Christian Union Church Sunday. The Sun- 
day-school made a large gain in attendance, 
two hundred and eleven in all the depart- 
ments. Dr. O. B. Whitaker’s message in the 
morning, “The Fundamental Principle of the 
Christian Religion,” was listened to with deep 
interest by a large audience. The church was 
crowded at the evening service by an intense- 
ly interested audience profoundly moved by 
the masterly message on “God’s Love.” Many 
people said they could have listened for an- 
other hour. Excelsior Springs is indeed very 
fortunate to have the privilege of hearing 
this great man of God. — Meetings are being 
held each evening at which Dr. Whitaker is 
the speaker. He will also deliver addresses 
Sunday morning and evening on “Christian 
Fellowship.” A large chorus and an orches- 
tra furnish the music.—The Excelsior Springs 
Daily Standard. 

NEW YORK 

Plainville, October 20—We came to this 
field the first of September and are finding a 
splendid group of workers and a fine oppor- 
tunity for service. Rally Day had a record 
attendance for morning worship and the Sun- 
day-school, and the interest is keeping up 
well. — A community supper with social eve- 
ing gave the pastor and wife an opportunity 
to get better acquainted with many of the 
people. — The ninth of October the finance 
committee put én the every-member canvass. 
The generous response brought delight to all, 
and the prospects are bright for the future. 
—R. G. English, Pastor. 


Cranberry Creek, October 19—When I came 
here this church had been closed for a year 
or more and the outlook for work was at the 
zero point. It took courage and faith to 
tackle it, but as all things are possible with 
God and those who believe we have been en- 
abled to get quite satisfactory results so far. 
There were no Sunday-school, Christian En- 
deavor, choir, and no officers, but these have 
all been organized and the Sunday-school and 
Christian Endeavor are doing fine and the 
interest is steadily increasing in all depart- 
ments of the church work. We have a fine 
lot of young folks here, real live wires, inter- 
ested in religious work and who make things 
go. The social end of the work is also very 
fine and we are looking forward to a good 
winter’s work along all lines. — Our church is 
primarily a young people’s church. This is 
enough to gladden the pastor’s heart and 
is quite unusual. I am very pleasantly situ- 
ated here. They have a fine, comfortable par- 
sonage with modern improvement. But our 
time is limited here as the Conklinville 
Dam project is to take place here in a year 
or so, they tell us. This takes the whole vil- 
lage and many miles wide and long. It will 
be a lake about the size of Lake George, New 
York, when completed. But the field here is 
white to the harvest. The time is short and 
the reapers are few. May God send more 
reapers into this rich harvest field “before 
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the floods of great waters” come. — I have 
two churches in this appointment, the second 
being at Barkersville, New York, seventeen 
miles distant. Brother Burr Macon, one of 
my boys, is kind enough to take me there and 
back every Sunday by auto. This makes a 
busy day, preaching three sermons, teaching 
Sunday-school class, acting superintendent of 
Sunday-school and looking after other inter- 
ests of the work. But I am glad to spend 
and to be spent in the Master’s footsteps.— 
A. J. Gillette, Pastor. 


Maine Christian Conference 


HE annual session of the Maine Christian 
Conference was held with the First Chris- 
tian Church of Bangor Wednesday and Thurs- 
day, October 19 and 20; and in spite of a 
steady downpour of rain throughout, it seems 
to be generally regarded as the best attended 
and most constructive held in recent years. 
Some of the outstanding features of the 
program were a thought-provoking address 
on “A Theological Basis for the Broader Fel- 
lowship,” by Brother Marion J. Bradshaw, a 
professor of the Bangor Theological Semi- 
nary; a fine talk on “Work With Boys,” by 
Brother W. Harold Denison, Boys’ Work Sec- 
retary of the local Y. M. C. A.; a splendid pre- 
sentation of “God's Golden Measuring Rod” 
in an address to young people by Brother 
Judson R. Jones, pastor of the First Christian 
Church of Lubec; a good missionary talk to 
ladies of the woman’s missionary society by 
Sister Emma Pearce, president of the New 
England Woman's Mission Board; and a lan- 
tern lecture on missions by Sister Etta M. 
Hurlburt, of Bangor, president of the confer- 
ence missionary society, supplemented with 
an informing talk on missions in general and 
Franklinton in particular by Sister Bessie 
Kniffen, the financial field secretary for that 
institution. 

The officers elected were: J. W. Reynolds, 
president; Donald P. Hurlburt, vice-president; 
N. M. Heikes, secretary; R. E. Ireland, treas- 
urer; and the following departmental secre- 
taries: Donald P. Hurlburt, Devotion; Jud- 
son R. Jones, Evangelism and Life Service; 
Mrs. Hattie Reynolds, Christian Education; 
Mrs. Anna W. Heikes, Missions; Mrs. J. H. 
Lambert, Stewardship and Fin&ance; Joseph H. 
Lambert, Publications. Donald P. Hurlburt 
was re-elected field secretary. Mrs. Etta M. 
Hurlburt was elected president of the Maine 
Conference Woman’s Board; Mrs. Annie Ab- 
bott. recording secretary; Mrs. N. M. Heikes, 
corresponding secretary and treasurer; Mrs. 
Ethel Perkins, cradle roll superintendent: 
Mrs. Amy Huntington, literature  superin- 
tendent. 

The devotions were conducted by Brothers 
N. M. Heikes and F. R. Champlin, of Albion, 
and L. E. Flewelling, of Blaine, on different 
phases of the work of the Holy Spirit, and 
were thoughtful and helpful. 

Representatives were present from Blaine, 
Lubec, Albion, Newport, Corinna, South Ber- 
wick, and Bangor, besides the two representa- 
tives of the larger work. 

Brother N. M. Heikes, formerly a member 
and for years secretary of this conference, 
brought a letter from the York and Cumber- 
lond Conference, transferring his membership 
again to the Maine Conference, and was wel- 
comed back to his old office. 
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HERALD OF GOSPEL LIBERTY 


The session closed with a communion serv- 
ice, conducted most impressively by Brothers 
G. H. Kent, from South Berwick, almost in 
the extreme southern corner of the State, and 
L. E. Flewelling, from the far north part, with 
the assistance of the ffive local deacons, 
Brothers H. P. Greeley, Charles H. Bartlett, 
H. J. Libby, Albert E. Westin, and Fred R. 
Johnston. 

Note should be made of a memorial service, 
held in memory of Brother Horatio E. Cole, 
an ordained member of the conference, for 
years in charge of the Bangor City Mission, 
Sister Anna, wife of Elder T. P. Humphrey, 
and Sister Ida M. Coggins, for many years a 
devoted member of the North Christian 
Church of Eastport. 

Donald P. Hurlburt, Field Secretary. 


About Folks and Things 


(Continued from page two) 
lished here were in large part prepared by 
the secretaries of the various departments, 
who, we are sure, will he glad to furnish 
further information upon any point on re- 


WAR 
wer 
I abhor, 


And yet how sweet 

The sound along the marching street 
Of drum and fife, and I forget 
Broken old mothers, and the whole 
Dark butchery without a soul. 


| 
Without a soul—save this bright drink 
Of heady music, sweet as hell; 
And even my peace-abiding feet 
Go marching with the marching feet. 
For yonder, yonder, goes the fife, 
And what care I for human life! 
The tears fill my astenished eyes 
And my full heart is like to break; 
And yet ‘tis all embannered lies— 
A dream those drummers make. 


Oh, it is wickedness to clothe 

Yon hideous grinning thing that stalks 
Hidden in music, like a queen 

That in a garden of glory walks, 

Till good men love the thing they loathe! 


Art, thou hast many infamies, 

But not an infamy like this. 

Oh, snap the fife and still the drum, 
And show the monster as she is! 


—Richard le Gallienne. 
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quest. On page 16 will be found an edito- 
rial on the merger plan for our periodicals, 
and points of advantage are named on the 
last page of this issue. 

May we again urge upon our readers here 
in Ohio to do their utmost in defense of the 
Marshill bill which goes to referendum at 
this coming election day. It ought to be suf- 
ficient to stir them to action simply to know 
that every wet paper in this State which we 
have seen is out to kill the bill, and the wet- 
ter they are the more vigorously they are 
opposed to it. .The same is true with refer- 
ence to individuals. We personally know of 
no “wet” voter who is going to support the 
bill. When the wets are all lining up on 
that side, it would be a shame if any dry 
were to be hoodwinked into voting with 
them. Do not forget that it is a wet and 
dry fight, and if you believe in prohibition 
enforcement you cannot afford to vote 
against the bill. 


NOVEMBER 8, 1927 
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of small charges, wishing to supplement pres- 
ent income while employing “spare” hours 
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that directly promotes the Gospel in print, 
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age. Full particulars without obligation or 
embarrassment. 
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Deaths 





Edna Viola Fielder was born at Newton, Massa- 
chusetts, on March 26, 1877, the daughter of James 
G. and Mary Jane Brundette. She was married early 
in life to Rev. A. H. Fielder who was then engaged in 
missionary work in Utah. After remaining some years 
in Utah, they returned to the East and while Mr. 
Fielder was pastor at Danbury, Connecticut, Mrs. 
Fielder engaged in child welfare work under the aus- 
pices of the W. C. T. U., having been ‘ordained in the 
Christian Church a few years following her marriage. 

Her life was a record of good works and unselfish 
service in the name of her Master and wherever she 
found herself she was active in the cause of Christ 
and the establishment of his Kingdom. During her 
four years in Amesbury she had endeared herself to 
hundreds of the townspeople and she was especially 
beloved by the members of the church where she and 
her husband had rendered such valuable service. 

She was a member of the Amesbury Branch W. C. 
T. U. and prominent in its activities, being at the 
time of her death, superintendent of the Child Wel- 
fare Department. She was a vice-president of the E. 
H. Whittier Club and a member of the Woman's Di- 
vision of the Chamber of Commerce. She was also 4 
member of Stella Chapter, No. 55, O. E. S., of Dan- 
bury, Conn. 

At the time of her death she was president of the 
Woman’s Board of the Rockingham Conference of 
Christian Churches and Stewardship Secretary of the 
New England Christian Church Convention. She was 
also president of the True Greeley Missionary society 
of the Amesbury Christian Church, and superintendent 
of the Junior Christian Endeavor of the church. She 
was teacher of the Delta Alpha Class of the Sunday- 
school composed of young ladies of the church who 
were led to a realization of the richness of the spil- 
itual life through her faithful example. She was fre 
quently called to supply pulpits in churches of the 
Christian denomination in this vicinity and was an 
able and gifted speaker. 

Death came quite suddenly late Saturday night, Oc 
tober 8, 1927, at Woodstock, Vermont, where she was 
in attendance at the Merrimack Christian Conference. 
Death was due to cerebral hemorrhage, and she passed 
away peacefully. 

Funeral services were held in the Christian Church 
at Amesbury, Massachusetts, Tuesday afternoon, Octo 
ber 11, conducted by Revs. John R. Copplestone, 
Ernest L. Baker, and John Moore. Services were 
also held in the Elmwood Avenue Christian Church 
of Providence, Rhode Island, on Wednesday afternoon, 
conducted by Dr. W. G. Sargent, assisted by Rev. Mr. 
Stanley. Interment was in Pocasset Cemetery # 
cranston, Rhode Island. 


(Continued on page twenty-three) 
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